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May 1, 1974

MEMORANDUM FOR WILLIAM TIMMONS

Subject: S. 2543 - To Amend the Freedom of
Information Act

The atteached ecpy of a mens I recelved from Justice is
salf-explanatory. It indicates that further action on

this pending bill, to which everyone in the Administra-
tion to my knowledge objects strongly, would De deﬁi:ihlq.

In 2n executive session today, the Senate Judiciary Com-—
mittaes resolved that 5. 2543 would be the pending
businaess when they meet next week. I will be glad to
help all I can in whatever additional acticns you think

might be appropriate.
Should wa get together on this some time socon?
Siarciy I.=Zs7 Ebnep
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General Counsal
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PEOGRESS TOWARD AGREEMENT

To date I have had three meetings with Tom Susman of
Senator Kennedy's staff, attempting to resolve our differences
on 5. 2543. Doug Marvin from Senator Hruska's office has also
varticipated. 3 R : e

We have discussed 10 separate

to our mutusl satisFfaction (a. authorization, payment of
attornevs fees, user charges, publicztion of indexes, and
_ananal reports to Congress): We have agreed that two issues
cannat be resolved between us (b. sanetions for employaes

and use of "record” in the seventh exemption). Three issues
remain unresolved (c. in camera imspection, administrative time
limits, and time to answer complaint). We will meet again this
weelk on these. _

While we are pleased with the agreement reached on half of

the matters discussed, these are the five least important.

ADDITIONAL ACTIONS

Even if apreement is teached on the putstanding issues,
Justice would mot be prepared to support the legislation without
come modification of the two areas on which compromise is im-
possible (b. above). Therefors, we must lay ths groundwork for
aerion Favorable to our positicn by che full Judicizry Committee.
I suggast: E : S

1. Justice tglk with Senators Ezstland, MeClellan and
Hruska. Perhaps we should also see Scotc, Cook, Mathias and
Gurazy. St - i =
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Z. Sewveral agencies, notably CIA and Defenze, have
already talked to several Senators with whom they have close
Tapport {(Hruska, MeClallan, Thurmond, Fong). These efforts -
- should econtinue and be expanded. 'In addition, perhaps Post v
Office could speak to Burdick and Fong, Commezce to Cook,
Acriculrture to Ezstland, State te Scott {Pa.), and Defense to
Byrd (W.Va.)}. _ : i ;

3. The White House and OMB should be encouraged to talk
to those Senators with whom they maintain cordial relations
Lo express the great concern of the sntire Executive Branch
{Eastland, MeClelian, Byrd (?), Hruska, Fong, Scortr, Thurmond,
- Cook, Mathias (?) and Gurney™ (7). ; ] i e

4. T suggest a first name letter from the Attorney General
to 211 the members of the Commitres setting forth concizely
{one page) our objections to three or four basie provisions of
‘the bill and our Teasans. for believing they will adversely affect
the administration of the Act. e e R S s
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5. The FBI should cantinua CO press its arguments against
any change in the 7th Amendmsat wherever it feels appropriate.
ﬁ'ﬁg.d;acil-\

The Justice Department will work with Senator Hruska to see
that the necessary amendments ave proposed at the full Committes
executive session (now tentarively set for May 8). However,
it would be extremely useful if orher Senators could be prepared |
to assist Hruska with the debate, preferahly by Proposing some
of the amendments. This would increase the feeling of broad-
based concern over some of the provisions. X

Finally, there has been some suggestion that we try to
defeat the entire bill in Commirtes. I do not think this is |
wicse. The House bill (H.R. 12471) is in =ome ways more objection-
able than the Senate bill and it has been held at the desk in BT
the Senate. If the Judiciary Cormittee fails tg Teport some _ 1
version of 5. 2543, Kennedy and Mansfisld will probably call up
H.R. 12471, I recall tha acage "you ean't beat something with
nothing™ and sugsest that we would have a very difficult time
amending H.R. 12471 on the floor. H.R. 12471 might also not go
to conference, wheress the chances are Ereater for one if a
different Senare bill is approved. And a conference headed by
Eastland and Hruska might be very desirable. v -
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