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rsh(1) PRESIDENT EISEHHOUER'S FPRESS AND RADIO CONFERENCE HO. 33;

|gm]. ACCOMPANIED EY ADIMIRAL IEWIS L. STRAUSS, CHAIRMAN, ATOMIC
ENERGY COMNMISSION

In Attendance: 235

Nloom 474 Executlve Office BRldg.,
Washington, D, C,,

Yeanesday, March 31, 1954

10:30 o'clock a.m.

THE PRESIDEHT: As you can suspect, ladies and gentlemen,
from {he picture-taking this morning, we are trying e little

bit of an lnnovation.

There has beon some slight interest shown in the tests
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recently conducted in the Pacific, and for this reason, 1
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brought along wlth me thls morning the expert in that field,
and after I take a certain share of the press conference
{ime, T am going to turn the rest of 1t over to him and, of

course, this willl also give me a unique privilege of seelng
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gomeone else in this particular spot.

{(Laughter. )
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One of the things that I should like to take a moment
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to talk about i3 the excise texes.
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Now, the exclse taxes, of course, have reduced revenue

COLLECTION

YW

80X Ng, 2

FOLOER

RERO

a very conslderable amount more than I recommended. Neverthe-
£

less, from the beginning, it was acknowledged that here was

a fleld that was open teo dincussion, There is one schonl of
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thought that believes that cutting of excise taxes can have

such a great effect in stimulating of business that the

revenues will not be hurt as much as we estimate.
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In any event, the bill, as 1t doss, continuing csrtein
needed exclse taxes on beyond April lsi, that is gomorrow, 1s
golng to be slgned -- I will sipgn 1t today ~- and certainly, I
acespt 1t vholeheartedly, and we are certeinly hopeful that the
results, ary damaglng resulis, will not be a4s great as might
be.

I should like %o c¢all attention tc this ons fact: On
figures furnlshed o me by the Treasury, this will bs the
greatest single tax reductlon in dollers ever accomplishsd by

tho Amsrlican Goverament, $7,%00,000,000 taken off the --

reduced in one year in texss. This ineludes, of course,
reduction in incoms taxes of January lst, the abolition of the
6Xxcass proflts tax, and this excise tax, but that will be a
huge amount of mouney in the hands of private citizens to spend
themselves and, certainly, ve have every reason to belleve that
it will be & stimulating factor in our economy.

Another polnt to discuss just brisfly 1s housing.

Now, there has besn a lot of differsent kinds of thinking
on public housing, and I think most of you are aware of the
general provislons of the plan that I submitted to the Congress

some couple of months azo, and I am informed that Mr. Wolcott's

-t
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committee 1s bringing out that program largsly in ths same

form as presented to him.

Wow, in the public housing fector, there has besn a very

considerable struggle, but I am delighted that yesterday the

leadership succesded In getting the necessery approprlations,

so that approximately 35,000 public housing units can be con-

structed this year, and the authorization will certainly bs

accorded to go for & like amount or somathling of thai{ ordsr

next year in the avthorization committee.

Oh, the other i1tem that I wanted to wmention wasg the

I think the report and the Message largely speak for

themselves, but I do want to male this one observation: In

making this kind of an adjustment, in trying to move from an

era in which our friends abroad had to depend so markedly on

direct aid, into an oras where expanded trade will be of benefit

to all of us, certain difficultiles, eveon certain hsrdships

can occur not only in our country but ia others.

Under White House rules, the President must not be quoted
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The Government is alert to that situation, will constantly
be vigllant to see thot any danmsge of that kind does not
become one that is unjusilfiled, as you think of the welfare of
the 160 million pecople, and uwill take such steps as are
necegsary to prevent them from becoming elther widespread or
severe, but that there will be some adjustment of that kind is,
or course, inavitable.

I do belicve that In this dey and time, the free world
muat come more snd more to reallze that ln an expanding,
healthy, tuwo-uay trade lles our bhest insurance that the
doctrines of statelsw cannot come in and overcome our uhole

idea of free goverinmsnt.

Now, within our oun country ve don't feel that danger
50 intimately; the danger, in other uwords, is not 1n position,
let us say, of breathing down our necks; hut Iln some of the

others 1t 13, and we have got to take all of those things into

consideration as we stand firmly for a principle which, 1n the

long run, 1a for the good of e2ll of us, and 1t 1s golng to
take very great firmness because, as I say, there are going to
be some maladjustments and difficultics.

Now, that was my speoch for the morning, ladles, and
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gentlemen, and the rest of my time that I have allocated to

myself, I will talke up with questlons.

Q {Merriman Smith, United Press) I[Mr. President, I wonder

if you could explore for us, sir, or amplify on Secretary

Dullea! speech the other night in which he gpoke ol our

readiness to take united action in the Far East,

THE PRESIDENT: Well, of course, the speech must stand

by itself, and I should say that I was over every word of it

beforehand. Secretary Dulles and I, as usuvally, find ourselves

in complete agreement.
Now, I have forgotten the exact words, but what hja:“~
that he used 1n respect to the questlon you raised, buti he
dld point out that it is in united actlon of all natious and
peoples and countries affected 1n that region thaé we can
successfully oppoge the encroachment of communlsm, and should
be prepared to meet any kind of attack that would come in there
because, he polinted out, the great value of the reglon to all
the free world, and what its loss would mean to us.

So, X think, aside from Just the assertion that we are

seeking that kind of united action among all our friends, that

the gspeech otherwise must stand by itself.

|
g
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President, I wondered 1f T could ask one more specific question

along those lipsg. Tho united sckion has bosn interpreted
gonerally as ipdlcating. psrhaps, interrention, direct inter-
vantion or dirsct use, nore accurztely, of Americai. SToops.
Can you commsnt on thet -- 1 neceasary?
THE PRESIDENT: Well, Y heve sald tims and again that I
can conceivo of no groater disadvantags to Amsrica than Lo be

employing i1¢s own ground forces, and any other kind of forces,

tion as 1t arises.

¥hat ve arsc trying to do is to make our friends strong
cnough to take care of loeal situations by themselvesn, with
the’financial, the moral, the political and, csrtainly, only
vhers our own vital Interests dewanded any military help.

But each of these caseg 13 one that has its own degree,

EISENHOWNER LIBRARY

let us say, of interest for the United dtates, 1ts own degres
of risk and danger and, consequently, each one must be mst on
1ts merits.

I couldn't possibly give you 2 goneral rule of what the

Unlted Statss would do in & situnticn bersaousa ro ons coulid

REPRODUCED AT THE DWIGHT, D.
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ao2 know 2ll of the circumstances surrounding i4%.

I think the best answer I have heard in dlplomacy was

that glven by France, I belleve, to Germany in late August ovr

late July of 1914, when Germany asked her her intentions, she

sald, "France will do that which her best interests dictate,"

and I believe that is about the only answer you can give,

m7 except in terms of very great generalligy.

.8 .
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0 (Garnett Hormer, Washington Evenlng Star) Mr. President,
reports from Europe indlcate that the Buropcan Defense Community
project 1s bogging down. That raises again the guestion of
whether we have all our policy eggs in that E.D.C. basket, or
whether there is some alternative 1n mind 1f E.D.C. fails.

Could you comment on that?

THE PFRESIDENT: 1Well, I 4id zay that -- I have been
threatened wlth defeat before;, and I don't fight my second
battle on the supposltion that it is going to occur.

I am all out for the approval of E.D.C. and establishing
it as a factor that will 1nsure Europefs safety. Untlil that
questlon lg deflnitely settled -~ and I atlll firmly belleve

in the affirmative -- I am not golng to comment on it any

further.

Q (Robert @. Spivack, New York Post) M%. President -~

THE PRESIDENT: All rightf

Q (Robert @. Spilvack, HWew York Post) (Continuing) --
an expleaive siltuation seems to be building up in the Middle
East betwoen the Arab states and Israel, which the Soviet
Union seems to be exploiting, 1f not fomenting.

I wondered if you favored bringing the Israel-Arab dilspute

before the U.ll. Sceurity Coureil. the uhole dispute?
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THE PRESIDENT: I couldn't comuent on that at the

Verbatim
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moment. It would be, I think, spealting a little bit recklessly.

We have had a very deilnite program of our own that ve
have supportad -- when I say "of our own" I don't mean it
quite that wvay -- we have thoroughly approved the 1dea that 1s
implicit in the U. M. plan that through some economic unity
thers we would achieve a better, let us say, psychologilcal
and political unlon and, therefore, we have bsen very strongly
supporting the plan of development, including water develop-
ment and sharing, that ve hopsd would be effective.

There 1s, of course, so much emotionalism in the thing
that you can't tell from day to day how it 1s going to come
out; but I do say it 1s a casse vhere both sldss ought to
restrain thelr partisans and their extremists, and use a
l1ittle bit of reason, and depend upon the judgments of out-
slde people.

Now, thls goentleman down hera.

Q(Francis M. Stephenson, New York Daily News) I wonder
if the Fsderal Government plans to take any action in the

New York waterfront strike?

THE PRESIDENT: Tho qusestion is about the Hew Yorlk

. -l
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ao2 waterfront strike.

I, of courss, want to be careful that I don't prstend

that I am golng to get into a fisld where 1t is so technical

that I couldn't possibly expect to knovw the answers, soO I will

talk a 1ilttle blt in genaralities, but I think, clearly enough

'm9 to show intenticn and councern.
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Q) Any strile of thig ltind 13 of the utmost importance to the
dsml
whole natlon ang, theroefore, to your Fedcral CGovernment.

Nou, whenever we touch thisg delicate trsnaportation
achemz, asystem, of the Unlted States, and affect 1t seriously,
we affect the economy, we affect the living, the welfare of
many thousands; ue affect even such things as health and

sanltation, that sort of thing; so these things become serilous

instantly.

The =second they occur, every Depariment of Government that
hag eny possible connection, inztantly keepas abreast of the
situation: The Attorney (Qeneral, the N.L.R.B., of course,
largely independent, of course does so, and determines such
things ag elections and all that sort of thing; but, at the
same time, Federal courts, an ilndependent branch, they take
action. PFinally 1t becomes necessary to make sure that their
orders are obeyed.

There is also, of course, the understanding in America
that everything is handled locally as long as it can be, and you
don:t bring down Federal Agenciles until it 1s necessary. There

are city authorities, there are state authorities; they are

dolng their best, and again ue have one of those cases where

REPRODUCED AT THE DWIGHT, D. EISENHOWER LIBRARY
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Im2 partnership must be observed.

The Federal Covernment has certaln grave responslbilitles
imposed by law, but there are also the police powers and that
gort of thing, in keeping order, that reside 1n the local
authorities; so it is & question of partnership, and our
Attorney General, tpo N.L.R.B., the Secretary of Labor, every-
body, 1s keeping up with this as closely as possible, and to

\

keep me informed as to the whole situvation, so that if it
does become the responslbility of the Federal Government to
takte more positive actlon, that we are ready to move, in
accordance with law, the Ccastitutlon and the merits of the
case,

How, there i3 very little mere you can say, I think, on
that mattcr.

10)
o f

Yea?
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Sviss and West German Nevspapers) Mr. Presldent, do you con-
sider or contemplete any new 1initlative to obtain an Austrian
independence treaty or the withdrawal of all Occupatien forces,
or at least to eass the occupation of Austria?

THE PRESIDENT: I am rot sure that I understood every
single implication of your question; but, gensrally, it was,

do ve have any new approzch now to secure & general epproval

of' the Austrian treaty.

Q{0tto Leichter, Arbeiter-Zeitung, Vienna, Austria, and
Swiss and West German Newspapers) Yos.
THE PRESIDEHT: About the only observation I could male
on it 1s this: For now, I think 1%t is, for six or seven
i; yoars we have stood firmly for the early completion of the
Austrian treaty, belisving it would be wholly unjust and

unnecessary to continue the occupation of that country, in

EISENHOWER LIBRARY

view, particularly, of the facts that early in the war it vas
agreed that Austria had been cccupied country, and not an
instlgator of the war; so I knovw of no reason that we
shouldn't continue to stand on that beliefl and, as a matter

of fact, I knov we do, end vwo will certainly hs alert to svery

REPRODUCED AT THE DWIGHT D.
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possible way of easing the situation. But when you come down

to asking me to predlct succeds or vhat could be & brand nev

approach, I could not commant.

Just behind you.

Q(George E. Herman, CBS Radio) MNr. President, the last

fow weelts the Soviet Union has broken a conslderable amount of

precedent by publishing the deteils of nuclear and thermo-

nuclear explogions. Could you tell us wvhet your fesllngs are

on thelr policies ard intentions in making public these facts

lately?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, no, I don't really knov.

Ve have had many discussions on them, and X vould say,

inconclusive, but there are some vho believe that 1t is

indicating & slight change in public policy that might indicate

a greater readiness to negotiate earnsestly and honestly.

Weo are trying to keep ourselves in position that at eny

slgn of negotiating honestly, so we can do 8o with confidencse,

on the plan that I suggented last December, which would be

morely @ beginning -- all things liks that -- we would

coertainly welcome in view of the situation in the world today.

Ho, I am sorry, this one.

-t
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2803 Q(Rey L. Scherer, NBC} Thank you, sir.
Mr. President, the last couple of weeks several nembers
of your team heve announced they are rsturping to private lifs,

C. D. Jackson, Mr. Kyes, and Mr. Dodge. Could you discuss

sml2

with us the problem of inducing such men to stay in Govermmenty
fls
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(12) THE PRESIDENT: Well, today, I think it is perfecily
dsml
clear to all of us, with the femlly responsibillities that men
have, wlth the tex cituntlon that they have, children to
educate, and all of that sort of thing, it 1s only natural
that they think this kind of public duty should be shared.
Now, each of the three men you name promised to stay a
¥ear. 1In each case, because of cortailn changes in the program
and the need for having very Intelligent expositiona before
the committces of the YHouze end the Senate, they have agreed

to stay e 11ttle longer.

They are difficult to replace, but in at ledst two
instances, I have -~ I am sure we have -- two very able and
capable men to take their places.

i I believe that any government such as this is not wholly
damaged by sowe rotatlon of people and bringing fresh peeple

in from the outside as leng as they are capable in themselves

EISENBOWER LIBRARY

and dedicated.

Now, the three men that are going, that you Just nameqd,

I couldn't speak of thew in terms of too great praise., I

think they have done a2 remarkable Job; I am indebted to them,

-

+ and I think the people are indebted to them, so 1t is not

REPRODUCED AT THE DWIGHT D.

[ S




! Thin |a npt an official transeript. Under White House rules, the Pres!dent must not be quoted
directly.' Theréfore, this transcript must be paraphrased before any use is made of it. Verbatim
duplication for distribution prohibited.

am?2 eacy for any people to f111 thelr shos3, but when you ecan do
1t, a certain amount of that rotatir: iz good rather than
bad.

Q {Clark R. Mollenhuoff, Des Ioines Reglster and Tribune)

Mr. Presldent, several weelks apgc I had asked if the White
Hiouse had glven up its efforts to obtain the resignation of
Chairman Johnson of the I.C.C., and at that time you stated
that you had no lmcwledge of “hat, and I wondered if you had
an opportunity to acquaint yiurself with the I.C.C. problem

of personnel,

THE PRESIDENT:
as n matter of fact I forgot the questlon -- and ulll you mmke
a note, and I will.(Conferring with Mr. Hageriy.)

As a matter of fact, Mr. Hagerty says that I make an
ansver that is very, very unusual for me, because he says

"No comment,” because I don't know anything about it. But I

EISERHOWER LIBRARY

ulll try again to loolt it up.
{Laughter.)
But, Just a minute, that is wy last gquestion, and now

Mr. Strauss 1is golng to take over. I didn’'t realize that time

* haé gone.

REPRODUCED AT THE DWIGHT D.
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m3 ADHIRAL SYRAUSS: Shall | go right ahead, Mr. President?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes; tim: 1g getting short. Let them
distrlbute it.

ADMIRAL STRAUSS: ILadie: and gentlemen, the President
has authorized me to make aviilable those portlons of my
report of yesterday to him, ‘he publication of which would not
compromlae information vital to the national securlity.

In crder to be precise :ad as brief as possible, I pre-
pired 8 statement -- I belivve it 1s being dlstributed -- and
I =a2)l only read the hig Slghts from it in order to comserve

your time and the time of lhe President.

i have just returno¢ from the Pacifie Proving Grounds of
the Comzission where I nitnessed the second part of a test
@ gerles of vhermcuuelenr weapons. I will degeribe it as well
as I am able, and in this statement, before the descriptilion,

there 13 a short lLiistorieal background summary which, for this

EISENHONER LIBRARY

morning, I shall alip unless you care to ask me questicng about

it later.

Early in January of this Jear, men and supplies began
to move out to the Proving Grounds for thils series.

The first shot tool place on its scheduled date of

REPRODUCED AT THE DWIGHT D.
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dsmi March lst, and the second on March 26th. Both were successful.

No test is made without a definite purpose and a careful

determination that it 1s directed toward an end result of

major importance to our military strength and readiness, that

(14) is to say, there are no 1dle or wanton tests.
o fls
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.rsh. The results which the scisntists 2t Los Alamos and
1(1h)

.s.dsm
Livermore had hoped to obisin Irom theseo two tests were fully

realized, and enormous potentlal has been added, 1n conss-
quence, to our military posture, from what we have learned.

1 would also liks to note that the testing of weapons 1s
important in ordsr to be fully aware of the possible future
aggressive abllity of an ensmy, for we now fully knov that we
possess no monopoly 1n capablllty in this awesome field.

Now, about the spocific tests: The first ons has hosn
variously characterized as "devastating" and "out of control,"
and vith other somewhet oxaggerated and mistakon descriptions.

I would not wish to minimize 1t. It was a stupsendous
blest in the megaton range, but at no time vas the tosting
out of control.

The misapprehension seems to have arisen due to two facts:

first, that the yield was about double that of the calculated

EISENHOWER LIBRARY

estimate -- a margin of error which, I submit, 1is not incom-
paetible with a totally new weapon. In fact, the range of

guegses on the first A-bom: covered a considerably relatively

wider spectrum.

The second reason vas bscause of the results of the

REPRODUCED AT THE DWIGHT D.
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"fall-out."
Row, I thiml, as you Lnoew, vheu a large exploslon ocecurs
on or vwithin a cortaln dis%ance of $ho ground, an smount of
earth or water or wvhagever is beneath the centsr of the
Xploslon, is sveksd vup into the air. The heavy particles
fall out quickly, epd the ilghter ones are borns out in the
direction of tha wind until they, too, eventually fall out by
gravity.
If the exnloglon is o nuclear one, then many of thsse
perticles are radiocactive, a3 18 also *ha vaporlzed parts of

the wvoapon 1taeelf.

This is the reason that tho Atomic Enorgy Commigoion from
“he beginning has conducted tests of larger weapons away from
the mainland so that the "fall-out” would oceur in the ocean
and would bo quickly dissipated, both by the dilution end by

the rapld decay of most of the radioactivity, which 1s of

short duration.

——
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The HMarshall Islands were selected for this purpose,as
a matter of fact, before the Atomic Energy Commission was
created, 1n conncetion with Operatlon Crossroads, which was
conducted by Admiral Blandy.

During the months of February, March and April of each
yeer, the Marshall Islands are usuvally favored by winds whlch
blow away frowm any inhablted atolls. The two atolls at
Bikinl and Enivetok uere chosen as the bage of these opera-
tlons. Each of these atolls, each of then, 1z a large necklace
of coral reef surrounding a lagoon of tuc to three hundred
aquare miles in area, and at various point= at this reef, like
beads on a string, there are a multitude of 1ittle islands,

some of them a few score aeres in extent, but most of them

11ttle sand splts.




rsh
1(17)
g.dsm

EISENBOWER LIBRARY

REPRODUCED AT THE DWIGHT D.

« This is not an official transcript. Under White House rules, the President must not be quoted
directly.* Thertfore, this transcript must be paraphrased before any use is made of it. Verbatim
duplication for distribution prohibited.

\

It 1is these sm21ll uninhabitzd troeless sand bars which
are ussd for thess experiments. As & matter of fact, shot one
vas fired on such an islard vhich wes croeted for tha purpose
by dredging.

That 1s a chart, thot iz 2 wmep, of the atoll of Bikini.
The shaded portlons reprssent & reef, the boundary resf, and
the blaclk spots on 1t ere %hs piscos of land or zand and the
coral vhich ars above normal high water.

How, bafore £ shot takss place, there 1s a ceroful

aurvey of the winds at 2ll slevations up to many thousands of

foet.

and on fleet and Alr Force units at widsly separated points.
Contrary to the notlon I had before I was acqguainted with
the subject, winds don't blow in only one diraction st a given
time and place. A% various heights above the earth, winds are
to be found blowilng frequently in exectly opposite directions
and at greatly varylng spsada. An stomice cloud, thereriora,
vhich pushes up through thoss air mamses is sheared in %he

directlon 1n which the winds blow.

The 3taff of wetsorologisto atitompt to forceast the wind

25
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direction for the optimum condition, and the Task Force com-

mander, therefore, thereupon decldes upon the sirength of these

weather reports wnat day be 1s going to shoot.

The vweather forscasts have to be & 1ittle blt long-

distance, long-range, beceusa 1t 1ls the custom -- 1t was the

custom -- in connection with this test and the preceding ones,

that there 18 a search of the whole range visually and by

radar conducted from squadrons of planes the day baefore the

search and up to the time of the shot.

Unde_r White House rules, the President must not be quoted
directly.’ Therefore, this transcript must be paraphrased before any use is made of it.
duplication for distribution prohibited.
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(18) Thls search covers a warning area, and I think jou might
Put up that map. The green on this map is tho uzrning aren,
and the place where I have put my finger 1s the lccation of
thls particular group of atolls,
The warning area surrounds the Proving Grounds uithin
which -- covers the area in which hazard to ghipping or aviation

is believed tc exist. e have ectablished meny such greas,

and so have other governments.

He have a large ares off the Paclfie Coast, Point Mapgu;
there 1s a big area from Florida out across the Bahamas fon
gulded missiles, a big area in the Hawalian Islends; the
British Government hes one off the Coast of Lustralia, and in
toto we have eztablished some Lyt gifferent warning or danger
areas, including Continentsl) areas.

Despite these notlees, there are wmany instances where
sccldents or near accidents have resuited from inadvertent

trespass in such warning areas. The very size of them makes 1t

imnossible to fence them, and on the day of Shot No, 1, the
meteorologists hagd predicted a wing condltion which should have

carrled the "fall-out™ to the north of the group of ~mall

atolls. Will you show the direction in which -. that iive uvas

a7
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1me the direction of the wind predicted by the meteorologlsts.

The survey aireraft caveifully searched the area and
reported they found no shipping. The shot was accordingly
fired.

The wind failed to follow the predictions, shifted south
of that llne, and the 1llttle 1slands of Rongelap, Rongerik and
Uterilk were in the edge of the “"fell-out!

& Japanese fishing trawlor, the Fortunate Dragon, appeared
te have been missed by the search, but based on a statement
attributed to the skipper to the effeét that he saw the flash
and heard the sound of the concusslon within six minutes, he

must have been well wlthin the danger area.

The 23 crew members on the ship, 28 American personnel
mannlng weather statlons on the little islands, and the 236

natives on these 1slands were also within the area of the

"£9ll-out."”

EISENHOWER LIBRARY

The supposition that the setual blast of the bomb extended
over such an enormous arca is, of course, strictly untrue.

The task force comwmander, General Clarkson, promptly
evacuated all of the people from these iglands. They were

taken to Kwajalein, where we have a naval establlghmont, and

EPRODUCED AT THE DWIGHT D.

eo)m thore placed under contlauous and CoEPeient medical supervision




. + This is not an official transcript. Under White House rules, the President must not be quoted
directly.s Therefore, this transcript must be paraphrased before any use is made of it. Verbatim
duplication for distribution prohibited.

Firsh.

o 1(29)
fls.dsm

EISENHOWER LIBRARY

REPRODUCED AT THE DWIGHT D.

I visited them there last week. Since that time it has
been determined that our weather personnsl could be returnsd
to duty, but they are still belng kept on Kwajalein for the
benefit of further observation. HNone of these 28 weather
personnsel have any burns. The 236 natives also appeered to
me to be well and bhappy.

Thers were two sxceptions: one, an aged man, in advanced
stages of dlabetes, and tho other one &n old lady, with
crippling arthritis. HNeither of these cases, of courss, had
anything to do with these tests, end today, a full month after
the events, the medlcal staff on Kwajalein have advissd us
they anticipate no i1llness, barring, of course, the possibility
that disease hereafter contracted might always be expsriencad
and, 2s a matter of fact, we have more natives than we storted
with. One child was born vhile I was there, and four rors are
expected. {Laughter.)

They named the child, a little girl, after my wife, and
I thought she ought to be dowersd, and since they have no use
for monsey, I gave her ten pigs.

Q(Merriman Smith, United Press) What was the nams of

the child?

29
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ADMIRAL 3TRAUSS: I ¢hink thz family name is Ma juro,

but T am not certein as to that.
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1) Q (Garnett D. Horner, Weshingion Evening Star) What was
dsml
her first namc?
Q (¥ra. Moy Craip, Uaine Newspapers) What 1s your wifets
name?
ADMIRAL STRAUSS: Alice. That is not a part of this
prepared statement.
(Laughtar.)
The situation with respect to the 23 Japanese fishermen
is less certaln due to the fact that our people have not yet

been permitied by the Japanese authorltices to make a proper

tlinical examlnation.

When T wrote thils last night, I was unaware of the fact
that there was a message on the wires -- I received it this
morning -- indicating that those restrictions would be removed
today, and that we would see these people today.

But it is interesting to note that the reoports which have

EISENHOWER LIBRARY

recently come through to us indicate thet the blood count of

these men is comparable to that of our weather station personnel

vho, as I told you & moment before, are fit to return to duty.
Sone skin lesions which have been observed are thought to

be due to the chemicel activity of the converted material in the

REPRODUCED AT THE DWIGHT D.
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dsm?2 coral, rather than to radiocactivity, since these leslons are
reported to be healing.
The men agre under continual observation by Japanses
physiclans, and we are represented in Japan very adequately
by Dr. John Morton of the Atomic Bomb Czsualty Commission,

and Mr. Elgenbud of my office.

I sm going to skip these other polnts unless you wish

{22) to discuss them.
» fla.
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I would like to romark that a recent comment that I have

seen vhich sugpested that the incident involving the "fall-out"

on Inhabited areas was cctually a2 planned nart of the opera-

tion, has greatly distressed mes. T would not wish to comment

on that other than to chapracterize 1t &8s lrresponsibls and

titerly falss, and au dolng & grave injustlce to the men who

ere engapged in this patriotlc mission.

enhancsment of our wlligary cepability to the polnt whers wo
should soon be more free to increass our emphasis on the
peacseful use of atomic power at home andé abrozd. It will be a
tromondous satisfactlon to all of the men vwho have participated
in this program that it has hastened that day.

Q(Merrimen Suith, United Press) Mr. Chairmen --

Q(Kennsth . Scheibel, Gannott Newspapers) Mr. Chairmsn,
you said that this particular explosion was not out of control.
But 1s it possible that in any sories of tests that a hydrogen
explosion or geries of them could get out of control?

ADMIRAL STRAUSS: I am informed by the sclentists that

that 1s impossible.
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Q(Charles 8. von Fromd, CBS Television) Admirel
traugs, yosterday, at his news conference, Sscretary of
Deofonse Wilson seid the results of the MNarch 18t test -- 1is

the one he was refeorring to -- was unbelievable. Would you

care to comment or that?

34
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ADMIRAL STRAUSS: No, I don’t think I gshould comment on
that. The use of that adjective, I think, was played up beyond
the point where the Secretery lntendeé it. I don't know what
is meant by "unbellevable” and I would rather not cocmment.

Q (Nat S. Finney, Buffalo Evening Mews) Mr. Chairman,
do vou intend to imply by the last paragreph in thils statement
that the work on the weapon phase of the ston 1s reachlng a
completion; that we are approaching a poinit where purgult of
this will no 1longer yleld very lavge proflis, and that we

will, therefore, turn our research poucr to the peaceful

applications?

ADMIRAL STRAUSS: Pr. Finney, I think the ansuwer tc that
is this: The Mllitary have certaln requirements. The
Commigssion 1s engeged in attempting to fill those requirvements.
The abllity of the Commission to devote atiention and fisglon-
able materlal to peaceful requirements, peascefuvl neads, 19
always Junior to the defense needs, by definltion of the Act
itgelf.

The result of these tesis has brought us very much
nearer to the day of the satlsfacilion of militery requirements,

put us within slght of thew, o ithet wo can ser the abllity

* This is not an official transcript. Under White House rules, the President must not be quoted
directly.- Therefore, this transcript must be paraphrased before any use is made of it. Verbatim
duplication for distribution prohibited.
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sm2 to proceed aggressilvely with the peacetime development of
povwer to an extent that we were not able to beforse the testg.
Q (Nat s. Floney, Buffalo Fvenlng News) Thank you, gilr.
Q (Richard Wilson, Cowlew Publicziions) Admiral Strauss,
can you go beyond this statement and deseribe the area of the
blast, the effectivenezs of the blast, and glve a general

descriptlon of vhat actually happened when the H-bomb went

(24) of 7
ao Tis
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ADMIRAL STRAUSS: The area of the blast, Mr. Wilson,
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would be about --

THE PRESIDENT: Why not depend on those nictures they
are all going to see?

ADMIRAL STRAUSS: I understand you ere golng to see a
film, a picture, of the 1952 shot. The arsa, 1f I vere %o
describs 1t specifically, would be traqslatable into the
number of megatons lnvelved, vwhich 1s & matter of wililtary
sacrecy.

The effects, you sald the effectiveness ~-- I don't know

exactly vhat you meant by that, sir, so I don't knov hov to

ansver it.

Q(Richard Wilson, Cowles Publicetions) Well, I don't
mean in the percentage of the effectiveness of or ths
effibiency of the blast 1tself. But many people ip Congress,
I think many elsevhere, have been reaching out and graspling
for some information as to what happens when the H-bomb goes
off, how blg 1s the area of destruction 1n its various stages;

and vhat I am asking you for now is soma enlightenment on that

subjJeot.

ADMIRAL STRAUSS: Well, the nature of an H-bomb, Mr.
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ao2 Wilson, 1s that, la effect, 1t can be made to be as large as

sou wish, as large as the milltary requiremsnt demands, that
1s to say, en H-bomb can be made as ~-- large snough to take
out a city.

(A chorus of "What?")

dsm2% ADMIRAL STRAUSS: Po tzke out a clty, to destroy a city.
fls.
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Q (Merriman Smith, Unlted Press) How blg a city?
ADMIRAL SIRAUSS: Any clty.
Q (Merriman Smith, United Press) Any city, New York?
ADMIRAL SURAUSS: The metropolltarn area, yes.

Q (Martin Agronsky, American Broadcasting Company )

V. Chairman, may I ask this speclfic questlion: If you were

to make & comparison, duplicating tho ezploslon that occurred

at Eniuetole, with this bulldling In which we are right nou

as the center, uvhat would be left of thls clity of Hashlngton?

ADHIRAL STRAUSS: VWell, I coulén't say, Fr. Agroasky,

because the preecisc ueasurements of theseo two shots have

not been completely calibrated. It may be as much as a month

or two before I lnow the ansuer to 1t.
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Q (Hartin Agronsky, Americen Broadeasting Company) Will

you provlde that answer at somne tim2, gir?

ADIMIRAL STIRAUSS: I won'!'t make a definite commlitment,

but I would certainly like to.

Q (Merriman Swith, Unlted Press) Thank you, Mr.

Chairman.

{Whereupon, &t 11:09 a.n., the Pregg Conference pas

coneluded )
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