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Detailed U.S. 3@:
Targeted Castro

‘62 Document Indicates Wide Plot

Bv Michael Dobbs
Warhmeten Post Serviee

MOSCOW — New evidence has
cmerged on the eve of an interna-
tional conference on the Cuban
missile crisis suggesting that the
Kennedy administration was even
more deeply involved in planning
the everthrow of Fidel Castro in
1962 than previously established.

One U.S. document made public
ander the Freedom of Information
Act set October 1962 as the target
date fnat Mr. Castro's overthrow
alter a U.S.-supported insurrection
on the island. The document, which
was cireulated to only 12 persons,
including P'resident John F. Ken-
nedy, was dated Feb, 20, 1962.

The plans outlined in the docu-
_ment included military and sabo-
_1age support for anti-Castro guer-

rillas. Not all were put into effect.
The subversion plan, code-named
Operation Mongoose, was aban-
doned aftet the United States and
the Soviet Union stepped back
from a nuclear confrontation in
Oclober 1962.

" The Soviet leader, Nikita S.

" Khrushchey, insisted in his mem-
oirs that his primary goal in de-
ploying missiles in Cuba was to
forestall a U.S. invasion of the is-
land after the Bay of Pigs fiasco the
year before, US. specialists have

- emphasized other motivations,
such as redressing an unfavorable
nuclear balance.

The new documents were ob-
1ained by the National Security Ar-
chive, a nonprofit library and in-
vestigative group in Washington.
They will be discussed by aradern-

ics and Soviet, Cuban and U.S.
former officials during a confer-
ence that opened in Moscow on

Eriday 11 3¢ the first opportunity

for high-ranking participants [rom
the three sides to discuss their roles
retrospectively.

Participants include Andrei A.
Gromyka, the former Soviet for-
eign_minister; Anatoli F. Do-
brynin, the former ambassador to
the. United States; Robert S. Me-
Namara, a formet U.S. defense sec.
retary, and McGeorge Bundy, a
former national security adwiser.
The Cuban side will be led by Jorge
Risquet, a member of the ruling
Politburo and a close aide to Mr.
Castro,

The documents made public od
the eve of the conference raise seve
eral questions about the back
ground to the missile crisis, includ.
ing whether Soviet and Cuban
agents were able to penetrate Oper-
ation Mongoose. In reminiscences

ublished recently in Moscow, 8
ormer Soviet ambassadot to Cuba,
Alexander Alexeev, sald Mr, Khru-
shchev had “precise data” on U.S.
plans for armed intervention
against Mr. Castro and regarded
the installation.of missiles as an
effective deterrent,

“It is a highly interesting coinci-
dence,” said Scott Armstrong, di-
rector of the National Security Ar-
chive and one of the American
participants. “If the Soviets knew
that the target date for Castro's
overthrow was October, that might
explain why they were racing to do
something by then.”

Some details about
Mongoose emerged in 1975 after a
Senate investigation into alleged
assassination plots against foreign
leadtrs, But the documents circu-
lating 1n Moscow include a discus-
sion of the possibility of direct U.S.
military intervention and a timeta.
ble for overthrowing Mr, Castro.
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McNarara at the Moscow conference. At center is Anatoli F. Dobrynin
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