TW@ Vei@es
Overridden
By Sena!:e

« By Mary« Russell .

. Washington Post Staft Writer -
b Congress delivered a double
. blow to President Ford's pres-
tige yesterday as the Sernate

jolned the Hause i overriding| -

two of Mr. Fordis vetoes,
-, . The Senate-narrowly over-

<rode the veto, of 4 Freedom of |,
Informatibn =Acts Amendments|-

;.
. ML designed to provide the
' . press and public with easier
v agcess to government doen-

ments, Ther 65-f0-27 vote was3 | -

Jgver thi - mnecesydary two thirds
* :jf thege pi'esén’uand Votmg
] }311{:’1{: overrode 4 Veto ofa
L vacatfﬁﬁél “fehahilitation bill
et rearrang}ng the admimstm
tion ¢f ffederd]l programs to
‘ ie

igiediipe Geto:L:
f} Virginia ] Repu‘fnﬁc*an Wiltiam
L. Seott

cast the letie vote to
~ sustain tﬂev President,. . -

+ Only £ vé times before has a-

i
%( . President received a mere sin-
5 gle Se éi;é #ole to sustain a

. veto, th & Tast fifme in. 1921,
S Unamméus votes to override a
" vetoshitve beew cast only three
tlmes in|Senate histéry,

Of 13 jills Mr, Ford has Ve-
r"toed:clumng hig 3% months .in
g¢-three have been - over-
#inta law. The first was
ailtoad rétirement bill: last

*rivpnthi |

During former Pre31dent
- Nixon’s/5% “years in office, he
“vetoed 25 bills and f;we . were
ovemdden. y
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VETO, From Al

" The House overrode hoth

vetoes Wednesday, the voea-
tional rehabilitation veio 398
to 7 and the TFreedom of in
formation veto 371 fo 31,

The Housé .decided yester-
day to refer another vetoed,
bill, a farm workers bill, to
commlttee rather than cast ajm
yoteonit, |

~The ovem@e Jof" the " voca-
l;ional rehabmtatmn veto sets

) | the’ “staile for arother legal

hussilE oger fhe  President’s
pocket veto, rlghts if the ad-

: mmistratmn decides\tu press

its claim 'that the “bili was
dead and Congress, had no
right to vote on it. M
tegident 'Ford has continued
o iake advantage of sHort

- %Like “Mr. Nixoh before him,|

feongressional recesses- to

“pocket veto” bills. To pre-

, [vent Congress from adjourning

so that a President could not
return a vetoed bill to them,
the Constitytion provides that
the President ean- “pocket
veto” bills .when Congress -ig
away: .o oo

But congressmnal leaders
maijhtain that they make>ar

Jrangements {o receive veto

messages during short re
cesses ahd act prompély on. ve.
toes when they. return, so that
Mr. Nixon’s and Mr, Ford's
use of the pocket veto is an
abuse.’ |

The - vocational. rehabilita-
tion bill would alter :pro-
cedureg 'in - Health, Educahdn
and Welfare, and 'the Prést
dent’s. veto message sald it
would ‘create another hureauc-
racy . and dictate *where in
HEW - mintte deeisions ‘must
be made?.

“Sén. Edward I Kennedy
(D-Mass.), In  gtatement, call-
ed the- P:esident’s obijections
“miserly .and insitbitantial .
sincef they ignore the obvious

fact " that present HEW ar-
rangements for the han\dicap

ped are ineffective,. unsatis:|’

factory and self- -deféatihg” =,

_ The Freedom of Information! .

vote was expected to be much
closer, " particularly since  a
letter urging support for Mr.

fFord on.the issue .was eircu-y
1ated by, among othery, Min:‘

P

ority Whip Robert P. Griffin
(R-Mich.),.the chairman of the
Senate Judiclary, Appropria-
tions and Armed Services
Committees, Sens. Jamés O.
Eastland (D-Miss.), John I
McClelian (D-Ark) and John
C. Stennis . (D- Miss, ), réspec
tively. )
The President, in his vefo
essage, ob;}ected to a pro-
vision authorizing judges to
decide whether documents
have been properly classified
or not. He said courts should
not make decisions in sensk-

tive areas like military intell-|"

gence’ and foreign - affairs
wheye’ they hav% no ‘expertise.
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He also objected that con

tidentiality would be destroye
if law enforcement agencie

Tike the FBI-had to reveal i:

formation given them in co
fidence. .

Sen. | Howard . Baker .
{R-Tenn.) announced he wou
vate {0 override the veto ]
cause “Watergate and the w
in Vietnam might not have ¢
curred” if Presidents had ‘n
been able -to mask their :
tions in secrecy.” . He said }
review of CIA documents

.

“Two Vetoes Are Overridden [ =e
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