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ACI—administratively controlled information 
AID—Agency for International Development 
AIR—Department of the Air Force 
ARMY—Department of the Army 
ATOMAL—special handling designation for classified information containing atomic materials 
CAI—confidential agency information (Environmental Protection Agency) 
CBI—confidential business information (Environmental Protection Agency) 
CBRN—chemical, radiological, biological, and nuclear (weapons) 
CENTCOM—United States Central Command (Army) 
CIA—Central Intelligence Agency 
CONOPS—U.S. Army Intelligence Command Continental [United States] Operations; continuity of operations 
CRS—Congressional Research Service 
CUI—controlled unclassified information 
DEA—Drug Enforcement Agency  
DIA—Defense Intelligence Agency 
DOC—Department of Commerce 
DOD—Department of Defense 
DOE—Department of Energy 
DOI—Department of the Interior 
DOJ—Department of Justice 
DOL—Department of Labor 
DOS—Department of State 
DOT—Department of Transportation 
ECI—enforcement-confidential information (Environmental Protection Agency) 
EDU—Department of Education 
EO—executive order 
EPA—Environmental Protection Agency 
EXDIS— Department of State special handling designation, “exclusive distribution to officers with essential need 
to know” 
FAM—Foreign Affairs Manual (Department of State) 
FAS—Federation of American Scientists 
FBI—Federal Bureau of Investigation 
FEMA—Federal Emergency Management Agency 
FOIA—Freedom of Information Act 
FOUO—for official use only 
FRD—formerly restricted data 
GAO—Government Accountability Office 
GPO—Government Printing Office 
GSA—General Services Administration 
HHS—Department of Health and Human Services  
HIS—homeland security information 
HUD—Department of Housing and Urban Development 
ISOO—Information Security Oversight Office 
LIMDIS—Department of State special handling designation, “Distribution limited to officers, offices, and agencies 
with the need to know, as determined by the chief of mission or designee” 
LOU—limited official use 
NARA—National Archives and Record Administration 
NASA—National Aeronautics and Space Administration 
NATO—North Atlantic Treaty Organization; also special handling designation for NATO classified information 
NGA—National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency 
NODIS—Department of State special handling designation, “No distribution to other than addressee without 
approval of addresser or addressee”; used only on messages of the highest sensitivity between the President, the 
Secretary of State, and Chiefs of Mission. 
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NOFORN—Department of State special handling designation “intelligence which . . . may not be provided in any 
form to foreign governments, international organizations, coalition partners, foreign nations, or immigrant aliens 
without originator approval” 
NRC—Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
NSC—National Security Council 
NSF—National Science Foundation 
OIP—Office of Information and Privacy, U.S. Department of Justice 
OMB—Office of Management and Budget 
OPLANS—operation plans 
OPM—Office of Personnel Management 
OPSEC—operations security 
OUO—official use only 
PCII—protected critical infrastructure information 
PD—Presidential Directive 
PROPIN—proprietary information 
RD—restricted data 
SBA—Small Business Administration 
SBU—sensitive but unclassified 
SEC—Securities and Exchange Commission 
SGI-M—safeguards information-modified handling 
SGI—safeguards information 
SHSI—sensitive homeland security information 
SIOP-ESI—Single Integrated Operations Plan-Extremely Sensitive Information, Department of Defense special 
handling designation for classified information 
SI—sensitive information 
SOF—special operations force(s); strategic offensive forces; status of forces 
SPECAT—special category designations for classified information, used by Department of Defense 
SSA—Social Security Administration 
SSI—sensitive security information 
SUI—sensitive unclassified information 
UCNI—unclassified controlled nuclear information 
USDA—U.S. Department of Agriculture 
WHS/DFOISR—Department of Defense, Washington Headquarters Services, Directorate of Freedom of 
Information and Security Review 
WMD—weapons of mass destruction 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


