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M, PRESIDENT:

MU MATION

Harswith a temtative judgmaent which, of course, could ba overturasd by
new {acts tomorrow.,

1. The snersy may have opted for the secend of Abramse' four alternatives;
that iz, a stretch-oat of military cparaticas at relatively low cascalty ratas.

2. The spemy may have docided to shift his weight away from the cities
to proviacial areas and the countryside,

3. Siwem the enemy's milltary cparations aiways have a pelitical purpose,
his political witoation may be this: .

-~ Fe failed in his aitempt to scften thea Democratic coavention on Vietnam.

-- Ha ls moat actively engaged in trying to baild up kis political erganization

iz the countryside for bargaining purposes and, posaibly, for a cease-

fire situstion. Rural and proviacial military operations could belp
in this sffort,

-- Ha ay bs planning to consarve military asseta for a program of steady,
limited pressurs, Tather then dramatic major acticn, az 2 background
to serious megotiations; but we will require come days -- or a few
weaks -~ t0 maks this judgment,

-. Or he may be plancing a program of limited prossurs and conservation

of aseets 8o ha has bargaining strength in the early months of 1969,
an a new President taked stock,

4. A part of the background to these speculations is -ﬂd:lm‘-:&nriﬂd from

:nmmmicnﬂugin Vistnam and reports of special mesetings that nsually precede

or {ollow major policy decisions in Hanol whick affect military operationa in
the South: -

.= Thero has basn a great deal of mamsual activitfin high-level commumica-

tions recently, This bagan on Aungust 27 with a series of lengthy,
urgent measages from the B-3 Froat Headquarters which controls

; most of the I Corps area to the High Command in Hanol, Then on

Y September 2 Harnel High Comrmand senot an unosnal bigh pracedence
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s __ Dyyiag the past savaral days Military Affairs Co ttoe of CGSYE

_ . bas besn angaged in'unuseal vity which include transmiseion

sl of a namber of “decrypt immadiately” messages tolts lubﬁrdinntaa
r

- We have information from scatterad painta on mveatings of political cadre.
At lasat ons of these appesred to be rather urgent ia that the unilt ltaelf

was golng into combat without some of its officears who were attanding
a meeting.

.- A COSYHN Military [ntalligence Canferance Ls scheduled to be held on
Septambar 15 and will last 10 to 1Z days. Tactical representativen
fram varicus units ware directed to be prasent.

W. W. Baostow




