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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL INTELLIGENCE
DIRECTIVE MNO. 6'

SIGNALS INTELLIGENCE
(Effective 17 February 1972)

Siguals Intellicence (SIGINT), which comprises Communications Intelligence
(COMINTY) and Llectronies Intellisence (ELINT), and the activities pertain-
ing thereto are national responsibilities and must be so organized and managed
as to exploit to the maximum the available resources of the Covernment, to satisfy
the intelligence needs of the National Security Council and the departmeunts and
agencics of the Government, and to provide for efficicncy and cec .omy in the
use of technical resources. Therefore, pursuant to the National Sec rity Act of
1947, as amended, the National Security Council authorizes and irects that
SIGINT activitics shall be conducted as preseribed herein.

1. Dcfinitions
For the purpose of this dircctive, the terms “Communications Intelligence™ or

“COMINT” shall be constmmed to mean technical and intelligence information
derived from [oreign communications by other than the intended recipients.

COMINT activities shall be construed to mean those activities that produce
COMINT by the collection and processing of foreign communications passed by
radio, wire or other electromagnetic means, with specific exceptions stated below,
and by the processing of forcign encrypted communications, however transmittecl.
Collection comprises search, intercept and direction finding., Processing com-
prises range estimation, transmitter/operator identification, signal analysis, traffic
analysis, cryptanalysis, decryption, study of plain text, the fusion of these processes,
and the reporting of resulis.

COMINT and COMINT activities as defined herein shall not include (a) any
intereept and processing of unenerypted written communications, press and
propaganda broadcasts, or {b) censorship.

ELINT activities are defined as the collection (observation and recording),
and the processing for subsequent intelligence purposes, of informution derived
from foreign, non-communications, clectromagnctic radiations emanating from
other than atomie detonation or radivuctive sources. ELINT is the technical and
intelligence information product of ELINT activities.

2. The Dircctor of Central Intelligence

Consistent with his responsibilitics ag set forth in NSCID Nos. 1, 2 and 3,
the Director of Central Intelligence ahaIl
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