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PAGE 01 BOGOTA 11430 01 OF 03 041517Z
ACTION ARA-01

INFO LOG-DO ACD.Z\- 08 ACDE-OO INLB-01 AID-OO ACQ-01 INL-01
OASY-OO S2.PP-OO DS-OO EB-OO OIGO-01 TEDE-OO INR-OO
ADS-OO MMP-OO_ PM-OO SCT-OO ASDS-01 PMB-OO DSCC-OO
DRL-04 /018~'i

------------------021B8F 0415182 /38
o 0415112 DEC 97
FM AMEMBASSY BOGOTA
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 0193
INFO DrA ~IASHDC

CIA Wl\SHDC
DIRONDCP WASHDC
USCINCSO MIN-II FL
NSC WASHDC
USIA WASHDC 3581
DEPT OF TREASURY WASHDC
SECDEF WASHDC
DEA WASHDC
NDIC JOHNSTOWN PA
SECDEF WASHDC//OCDEPS//
DIRNSA FT GEORGE G MEADE MD
FBI WASHDC
DEPT OF JUSTICE WASHDC

~ B C R B P SECTION 01 OF 03 BOGOTA

STATE FOR ARA/AND, INL, DRL
NSC FOR JAMES DOBBINS
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SECRET

SOUTaCOM ALSO FOR POh~

DBA FOR OF, OFL, OC, AX
JUSTICE FOR CRIM. WARREN, RICHARD AND NDDS/V.~~ VLIET
FBI FOR CID/IRS/IRU2
USIA FOR AR, IjGAR
TREASURY FOR FINCEN

3 of 12

E.O. 12958:
TAGS: PHUM,
SUBJECT: (S)
FACILITATION

DECL: 12/31/07
SNAR, MASS, PTER, PGOV, PINS, CO
~APIRIPAN AND MIRAFLORES: INCREASED SIGNS OF ARMY
OF Pk~ILITARIES

----------
fEND' SUM1"IARY.

REF: A) BOGOTA 11039 (AND PREVIOUS) B) BOGOTA 10407 (~~D

PREVIOUS) C) BOGOTA 9709 D) BOGOTA 10988

CLASSIFIED BY CHARGE O.P. GARZA. REASONS 1.5(B&D).

1. 0') SUMMARY; THE CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION INTO THE JULY
MASSACRE AT MAPIRIPAN IS PROCEEe.~~.~~PACE;r-.----.-..-- .-----.-... . . ...-..r-·------

1 __ ,---_..,._ _.__.._ __.., __.." , " _ _ _. __ .. _._..__ _._. .

[.:.~~::~~~~=~AR-y·=~~JT~~2,~i~=£=~@R~~~~i~PETP-AT1~tj'-TRBOcrOBER
MlRAFLORES KILLINGS, WITH ARMY FOREKNOWLEDGE AND FACILITATION.
THE "DANTI" ANTI-NARCOTICS POLICE APPEA.~ TO HAVE HAD NO ROLE IN

,IH£ MAPIRrp~] INCIDENT; I

I
I... ...__. ._.._..._ ....._.. _. ........ .. _.__

MAPIRIPAN UPDATE

SECRE'F
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1.4(0)

1.4(8)
1.4(0)

PAGE 03 BOGOTA 11430 01 OF 03 0415172

EMBASSY CONTINUES TO PUSH COLOMBIAN GOVERNMENT CIVILI~~,2. >i)
POLICE AND MILITARY OFFICIALS FOR A THOROUGH INVESTIGATION INTO
POSSIBLE OFFICIAL COMPLICITY IN THE JULY MAPIRIPAN TAKEOVER (REF
A) AND THE OCTOBER PAPAMILITARY KILLINGS IN MIRAFLORES (REF B) ..
DURING THE DECEMBER 1 RECEPTION FOR MEMBERS OF VISITING CODEL
MCCOLLUM, J ~

\ I~
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SECRET

HAS BEEN CGrIJPLICATED SOMEWHAT BY ALL THE RECENT PUBLICITY
SURROm~DING THE CASE.

3. }3') THE FISCALIA'S INVESTIGATIONS
HAD LED THEM TO IDENTIFY SEVERAL ~~y OFFICERS AS HAVING BEEN
COMPLICIT IN FACILITATING THE ARRIVAL OF TH2 P~~~ILIT~~IES AT
SAN JOSE DEL. c.U~\J~!:~E ._A_I_~PORT:_.r---··_·----· .. - --..-.------.--------.-.----.- --1

t

I
_____.._.. ...._. . .. __.._.1

MIRAFLORES
======::=::====

9BCR!!:T

PAGE 04 BOGOTA 11430 01 OF 03 041517Z
HAD BEEN ALLEGED IN THE CASE AND THE REASONS FOR STRONG EMBASSY
AND USG CONCERN THAT A THOROUGH INVESTIGATION TAKE PLACE,
[ ---------_. .--1 CHECK INTO WHETJiER THE LOCAL PROSECUTING

[ATTORNEY HAD ACTUALLY OPENED AN INVESTIGATION OR NDE_~' _

L-----_
HIS
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PAGE 01 BOGOTA 11430 02 OF 03 041518Z
ACTION ARA-01

INFO LOG-DO ACDA-08 ACDE-OO INLB-01 AID-OO ACQ-01 INL-01

OASY-OO SRPP-OO DS-OO E8-00 OIGO-Ol TEDE-OO INR-OO

ADS-OO MMP-OO PM-OO SCT-OO ASOS-01 PMB-OO DSCC-OO

DRL-04 /018W
------------------021B9E 041518Z /38

o 041511Z DEC 97
FM AMEMBASSY BOGOTA
TO SECSTATE WASHOC I~~EDIATE 0194
INFO DIA vlASHDC
CIA WASHDC
DIRONDCP WASHOC
USCINCSO MIAMI FL
NSC WASHDC
USIA WASHOC 3582
DEPT OF TREASURY WASHOC
SECDEF WASHDC
DEA WASHDC
NOIC JOHNSTOWN PA

~CREI 5 of 12
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S12GRET

SECDEF WAS~DC//OCDEPS//

DI~~SA FT GEORGE G MEADE MD
FBI WASHDC
DEPT OF JUSTICE WASHDC

S....g eRe '{' SECTION 02 OF 03 BOGOTA 011430

STATE FOR ARA/AND, INL, DRL
NSC FOR JAMES DOBBINS

PAGE 02 BOGOTA 11430 02 OF 03 041518Z
ONDCP FOR JANET CRIST
SOUTHCOM ALSO FOR POLAD
DEA FOR OF, OFL, OC, AX
JUSTICE FOR CRIM. WARREN, RICHARD AND NODS/VAN VLIET
FBI FOR CID/IRS/IRU2
USIA FOR AR, I/GAR
TREASURY FOR FINCEN

6 of 12

E.O. 12958:
TAGS: PHUM,
SUBJECT: (s)
FACILITATION

DECL: 12/31/07
SNA.R, MASS, PTER, PGOV, PINS, CO
MAPIRIPAN AND MlRAFLORES: INCREASED SIGNS OF ARMY
OF PARAMILITARIES

I -lELEMENTS OF THE COLOMBIAN ARMY HAD BEEN FULLY AWARE
IN ADVANC~~HIS PLANS AND ACTIVITIES IN MlRAFLORES AND HAD
FACILITATED THE OPERATION "FROM BEGINNING TO END."

6. 0 "CLODOMIRO" ALSO TOLD[ jTHE ARMY WAS SO
INFILTRATED BY PARAMILITARIES AND THEIR SUPPORTERS THAT HE AND
HIS COLLEAGUES FELT NO CONCERN ABOUT EVER BEING ARRESTED; HE
CLAIMED THAT THEY WERE ALWAYS WFLRNED IN ADVJl.NCE OF ANY
POSSIBILITY OF CAPTURE. C---~---l"CLODOMIRO" MADE NO
MENTION OF POLICE AWARENESS OR INVOLVEMENT IN MIRP.FLORES; NOR DID
HE SPECIFICALLY ASK CLODOMIRO.C== ]
"CLODOMIRO" WAS ALSO RESPONSIBLE FOR -THE-NOVEMBEI[2r--LA
HORQUETA/TOCAlMA MASSACRE TWO HOURS SOUTH OF BOGOTA IN TOLlMA
DEPARTMENT. (SEE REF C) .

GENERAL SERRANO'S TAKE
~=~=~=======~~=====~==
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PAGE 03 BOGOTA 11430 02 OF 03 0415182
7. J21 NAS DIRECTOR PRESSED POLICE DIRECTOR MAJOR GENERAL ROSSO
JOSE SERRANO DECEMBER 2 FOR INFORMATION ON HIS O~~ INVESTIGATIONS
INTO THE ~mPIRIPAN AND MIRAFLORES INCIDENTS. SERRANO SWORE UP
AND DOWN THAT THE "DANTI n ANTI -NA1~COTICS POLICE !{AD NO
FOREKNOWLEDGE NOR PARTICIPATION IN FACILITATING ~APIRIPAN. ASKED
ABOUT THE DEPARTMENTAL POLICE RESPONSIBLE FOR AIRPORT SECURITY AT
SAN JOSE DEL GUAVIARE, SERRANO COMMENTED THAT THEY ARE LOW-LEVEL
RECRUITS "INCAPABLE" OF DOING MUCH BEYOND BEING TOLD WHAT TO DO.

..... "-" .._..._ .._--

9. ytl (NOTE: NAS DEPUTY DIRECTOR HEARD IN MID-NOVEMBER FROM
DANTI OFFICERS THAT GALLEGO HAD HELD A SPECIAL STAFF MEETING ON
12 NOVEMBER AND HAD BEEN "EXTREMELY TOUGH" IN GETTING ACROSS THE
POINT THAT DM~TI DOES NOT COOPERATE WITH PARAMILITARY FORCES, AND
THAT HIS ORDERS WERE TO "TREAT PARAMILITA..~IES THE SAME AS

[~----I
BECRE'f
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1.4(8)
1.4(0)

041518202 OF 0311430BOGOTA
-----------_._---

THE OFFICERS ALSo-fillucomiTED T:-IEYHAD NO-IDl~':-A-t:jHY GALLEGO
WAS SUDDENLY READING THEM THE RIOT ACT; THEY WERE APP~~ENTLY

UNAWARE OF PRESIDENT SAMPER'S OWN MEETING IN DAYS PREVIOUS TO
READ THE RIOT ACT TO KEY MILITARY AND POLICE CO~/~DERS ON THE
SAME SUBJECT. END NOTE.)

PAGE 04

C

10. yt) ASKED ABOUT MIRAFLORES, SERI~ANO STATED HE HAD NOTHING
SUBSTANTIVE TO ADD. (NOTE: SERRANO HAD PREVIOUSLY PROVIDED
CHARGE WITH A COpy OF A CNP INTERNAL REPORT ON MIRAFLORES, WHICH
HAD ONLY CONCLUDED THAT IT MIGHT HAVE BEEN PARAMILITARIES, IT
MIGHT HAVE BEEN NARCO-GUERRILLAS AND IT MIGHT HAVE BEEN COMMON
DELINQUENTS. END NOTE. )J--- n __ Un no -. -I

f
f
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I
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SECRET

PAGE 01 BOGOTA 11430 03 OF 03 0415182
ACTION ARA-or

INFO LOG-DO ACDA- 08 ACDE-OO INL8-01 AIO-OO ACQ-Ol INL-Ol
OASY-OO SRPP-OO OS-OO E8-00 OIGO-Ol TEDE-OO INR-OO
PillS-DO MMP-OO PM-DO SCT-OO ASOS-01 pr'1B- 00 OSCC-OO
ORL-04 10181'1

------------------021BAS 0415182 138

o 0415112 DEC 97
FM AMEM8ASSY BOGOTA
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 0195
INFO DlA 1'1ASHDC
CIA WASHDC
DIRONDCP vlASHDC
USCINCSO MIAMI FL
NSC WASHDC
USIA WASHDC 3583
DEPT OF TREASURY WASHDC
SECDEF WASHOC
DEA WAS HOC
NDIC JOHNSTOWN PA
SECDEF WASHOCI/OCOEPSII
DIRNSA FT GEORGE G MEADE MD
FBI WASHDC
DEPT OF JUSTICE WASHDC

SEC RET SECTION 03 OF 03 BOGOTA 011430

STATE FOR ARA/AND, INL, ORL
NSC FOR JAMES DOBBINS

BECRD'P

-SECRET

PAGE 02 BOGOTA 11430 03 OF 03 0415182
ONDCP FOR JANET CRIST
SOUTHCOM ALSO FOR POLAD
DEA FOR OF, OFL, OC, AX
JUSTICE FOR CRIM. WARREN, RICHARD AND NODS/VAN VLIET
FBI FOR CID/IRS/IRU2
USIA FOR AR, I/GAR
TREASURY FOR FINCEN

E_O. 12958: DECL: 12/31/07
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SECRET

TAGS: PHu~, SNAR, ~ffiSS, PTER, PGOV, PINS, CO
SUBJECT: (S) r1APIRIPAN AND MlRAFLORES: INCREASED SIGNS OF ARMY
FACILITATION OF PARN~ILITARIES

10 of 12

1---··_·_····· .._..... __..
I
L_.. . .....

COMMENT

. 1

. .. J

1.4(8)
1.4(0)

11. ~) NAS DIRECTOR, RECENTLY RETURNED TO POST AFTER EXTENDED
ABSENCE, WAS HIMSELF AT SAN JOSE DEL GUAVIARE ON SATURDAY, JULY
12 -- THE DAY THE TWO P&~ILITARY FLIGHTS ARE BELIEVED TO HAVE
LANDED (IN ADVJl..NCE OF PROCEEDING TO MAPIRIPAJ."1). HE DISTINCTLY
REMEMBERS NOTICING A GREATER THAN NOR!1AL ARMY PRESENCE AT THE
AIRSTRIP THAT DAY, AND, AT THE TIME, PRESUMED IT WAS SIMPLY
RELATED TO SOME PENDING OR ONGOING MILIT&~Y OPERATION IN T~E

AREA. NAS DIRECTOR ALSO OVERNIGHTED AT THE SAN JOSE DEL GUAVIARE
DANTI POLICE BASE THE NIGHT OF MONDAY, JULY 21, THE DAY WHEN THE
FIRST REPORTS OF THE MAPIRIPAN MASSACRE BEGAN FILTERING OUT. HIS
RECOLLECTIONS ARE THAT IT WAS IN MANY WAYS A "NORMAL" DAY,
ALTHOUGH THE POLICE BECAME INCREASINGLY UPSET BY THE THEN-

SECRE'f

SECR~T

PAGE 03 BOGOTA 11430 03 OF 03 041518Z
FRAGMENTARY NEWS REACHING THEM ABOUT EVENTS IN r1APIRIPAN.

12. ~ AT THE JOAQUIN PARIS ARMY BATTALION HEADQUARTERS THE
NEXT DAY (JULY 22), HOWEVER, BOTH NAS DIRECTOR AND POLOFF SENSED
THAT THINGS WERE NOT NORMAL. CONFUSION AND DELAYS WERE SUCH
THAT, EVEN AFTER AN INITIAL LATE-MORNING OFFER TO FLY THE JUST
ARRIVED PRESIDENTIAL AND FISCALIA INVESTIGATORS (AND POLOFF) INTO
MAPIRIPAN "RIGHT NOW," TRANSPORT ~'1AS NOT FINALIZED UNTIL SO LATE
IN THE DAY THAT THE OFFER WAS NOW ACCOMP&~IED BY AR ARMY
RECOMMENDATION -- SUBSEQUENTLY HEEDED -- AGAINST ANY TRAVEL AT
ALL, DUE TO APPROACHING DARKNESS AND THE ATTENDANT SECURITY
RISKS .

'SECRE"F
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14. fS')I---·---------~ ..-~-:~.:~~_~::~==____=_~---JTOLD
POL/ECONCOUNS ON OCTOBER 10 THAT MlRAFLORES WAS ON THE SHO~T LIST
FOR AUC EXPANSION INTO THE }\JmA, AND T:-LAT, AS IN THE CASE OF
MAPIRIPAN, THE PA."ZNIJILITARIES WOULD FLY IN BECAUSE "IT WAS SAFER
THAT WAY." WE FURTHER NOTE THAT AMBASSADOR. FRECHETTE WAS TOLD
OCTOBER 13 BY DEFENSE MINISTER ECHEVERRI T:-1AT THE INFORH.l\TION
REACHING THE EMBASSY "WAS APOCRYPHAL AND PRODUCED TO DECEIVE THE
AMERICAN EMBASSY. II GENERAL BONETT TOLD THE AMBASSADOR OCTOBER 13
THAT THE PARAMILITARIES DID NOT HAVE THE STRENGTH LOCALLY AND
WOULD HAVE TO FLY IN REINFORCEMENTS, SOMETHING WHICH THE "ARMED
FORCES vlOULD NOT RPT NOT PERMIT." ONLY FIVE DAYS LATER, HOWEVER,

SBCRET

SECRET
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PAGE 04
ON OCTOBER
AIR. AND,
FLEW OUT.

BOGOTA 11430 03 OF 03 041518Z
18, THE PARN1ILITARIES DID A.qRIVE IN MIRAFLORES, BY
AFTER KILLING AT LEAST SIX PEOPLE, THEY SUBSEQUENTLY

GARZA
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