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Backgrounder Blackhawk Helicopter Sale Request-Colombian Army

A8 we prepare to debate and decide en recommendations on the
above noted request for Blackhawks, it is worth keeping in ming the
nature and extent of the war around the drug trade that ig raging
in Colombia today.

That war, both as to the narco-guerrillas, and from the
perspective of the equipment needed to fight that Btruggle,
involves a clear and unmigtakable vital interegt for the U.s.
Colombia is the source of 80% of the drugs in the world today.
These druge cost our -gociety alone nearly $ 70 billion dollarsa,
each and every year, and threaten our future generations,

Some of these important factors (there are many others) shoulad
be kept in mindg in viewing and evaluating this Blackhawk helicopter
request. ”

As Bob Novak points out in his WASHINGTON POST celumn today,
with an end to Havana angd Moscow’s assistance for the guerrillas' in
Colombia, they have turned to the narcotie traffickers for their
source of financing.

These guearrillas are esgential to the maintenance, Protection,
and support of the cocaine labs and air strips for the narcotic
traffickera, whose ultimate aim ip eventually our atrests and
gchools here in the U.5.A., and cauae nearly 70% of our wviolent
crime. -

They are heavily armed, and have nlong with the traffickers

baeen inflicting heavy casualties on the government forces, both

- police and military. The Colombian National Police (CNP) alone have

taken more than 3000 casualties in this real war againat thege
guerrillas and their drug trafficker allies.

Most notably, they have recently shot down 5 Huey helicopters
(another also crashed in the struggle), and gome eradication
airplanes, as well. “ :

The Blackhawke enter the pPicture as a urility helicopter only.
They are pog attack helicopters. They have no more armamentsg than
the excessg UHR-IH helicoptera, we have previcualy provided to
Colombia,

Both the Hueya and Blackhawks have window mound sites on both
sides of the aircraft, which can take elther M 60 machine gung or
the mini-guns, but don’t come mounted with either of thessa weapons,
The first defensive, and the second offengive aystems.
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The igaue with Blackhawks isn-¢ armaments, it ip 1ift, load,
mobility, and o mportant t engines versus the one on the

Thisg information on the capacity of both these belicopters wa g
recently learnad from' experienced Huey and Blackhawk Pilots, oftep
based on Combat exXperience in Vietnam, fThese Bame pillotg, along
with high ranking former v.g. nllitary officers, totally agree with
the CNp’g agdgesenment of their equipment needs to fight a drug war
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