i 2

“1tl

RN ~We believe afforts QF/;béwéi?iliiiuqovqfﬁaent and. . e

% .
ioths g
R

. BL-SALVADOR: DEALING.WITE DEATH SQUADS
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"\~ the military high command to crack down on rightwing - | -

B /vlolence bhave %ud’e :litele progress aad have been zimed
4o almogt. exclusively at placating Wishington. Salvadoran
officials understandably ‘feel uneasy about -openly , ~
confroéonsing rightwing extrerists; death threats and
“other forms of:dntimidation ‘againse ©
are cosmonplace, -and c1fteh &re carried ou,
Minister Vides~=-whose

: ©- 1 lim{ted--appears both personally disinc¥ined and e
T - professionally unable to.effect a major cleanup within. R
- ., 7" €he armed forces any .time soon. ‘ ' 1 SO
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g="balliativé‘nes nse ;

: leaders to the problem of ' right¥ing violence has besh mainiye . . . i, !
‘verbal. :For the past several weeks, government officiale hive - -, .Y
o ‘publicly. denounced déath squads, and military. leaders hzve ° - v : '
pledged in. the local press to. punish humen rights offenders
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+ Since December, thé response,of the government and mii;ﬁaggf

iéiqrﬁndui'.'qaii-rgqﬁe'sted bc: Vise=Prasidsnt Bush. ‘Tt ‘wa
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: Subord1nateﬁeff1cars also have zece1ved \\;_“ vi

y meetings
'£0ndiscuss

.at’a few UNSAVOry -
uldﬂbg_transferred and that
0 investigate abuses

"1gence oEfzcers have been

overseas. This gesture is . g . ?
\'o fset, however, by;theiz cement with ultrarightist AT e
=offxoers. one of whom ig- a leader of a police-death. - % . .
squad.’ Moreover, in the coursé -of recent: general orders, several . 4
other notoripus :1ghtw1¥g exty mists have been assigned to T
prestigious &dmmand hese include Lieutenant Cololels Moran, . oo
“:Zepeda, Zacapa, Ponce, ‘and 'Staben--all close associates of S ST
ultrarightist standard-bearer Roberto D'Aubuisson.and.his - L ¢
‘Nationalist Republi?an Alliance F ‘

o mzd-level polxceé_’
ransferred .to diplomatic

| Phe military has reluctantly followed through on US. demands R

to detaxn Captain ‘Bduardo Avilta, suspected of helping to arrange

' the-murders of two.US lahbor advisers January- 1981, . Avila is £

te porarily‘being held on dharges stemning from his being 8n .

5se1£ imbosed inacﬁlve“dnt for . the past. ’8 Ronths--a_ vague form .
AL icers QUM believe that A

=h anipulated the legal

nd, 3alvaaaran authorities claim

L}

that the

: ' &Lvagor charging
A;Au;la'wzth terro:isﬂ act ivitles 4n ‘1982, vhen he served a2s an

“attache''in San" Jose.' US officials hope that these nelw charges

.will enable Salvadoran authorities to hold avila’ leng enough for

,the.murder case against him to be’davel ose‘ or untzl he agrees *to
test:.fy agamst his nc\..omplz.ces. " 4




afwhile, - .ad hoc xnvestlgat1ve team - has been set up by
Ministes Vides ‘to- ‘oversee reports of abuses within the
jrces. . Nevwertheless, the team’ leader, Captain Arango -Sfy.
e Na onal‘Gua:d. -ig ‘a cohort. of former Major D! 'Aubuisson.” .In’
V/Arango— was ‘a. legder of the notorious White
TS Unzon--aﬁdeath squad t

‘have. tolén‘
Ty or face

esti into .t __ged d_ath s@uad
aetivi : or the ent; D Aubu sson s civilian o
.henchmen ‘have rejected such. threats an ' ‘¥c1ear that they
intend to remain n. El Salvado:. S
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'EL SALVADOR: DEALING WITH DEATH SQUADS -
. Comments . - '
. " 1. onfortunatel on the ‘Salvadoran o
: death squads:;and gpear to be
dealing withetwo separat um was
answering ' '
-accomplishe eath squads

. from a relat]
éocqﬁing onithe Salvadoran response to.the specific reguests of
ice‘Presidént_Busﬁ."The B agrees that: the Salvadorans have
t; we have asked.to be done, but we also believe that
t is reluctant, and may in fact be incapable, of
eallérackdown on the death squads. As
evel, the US proposals were'meant to be a starter,
had a pésitive effect in EIl Salvador.,

erning the facts, we would point {out that deaths
political violence—have not declined significantly,
only notorious high-level death squads claims of violence. We
also would-point olit that several Army commanders with past death
_»sguad associations,; especially Zacapa. and Zepeda, were.appointed
to new leadership positions after the Vice President's visit.
Finally, while the'special investidative unit will be lead by
" Lieutenant Colonel Rivas, Captain Arango was named to head an ad
" hoc investigation within the armed forces. -
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b -mesemts-mrreprepa:edby_fm,asamme
perceptions obtainsd during his recent visit.to El Salvador. Tt oontains
infompation . availablel o ' :
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