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October 25, 1973

Mr. General Secretary:

I have carefully studied your important message of this evening,

I agree with you that our understanding to act jointly for peace is of the
highest value and that we should implement that understanding in this
complex situation.

I must tell you, however, that your pro;;osai for a particular kind
of joint action, that of sending Soviet and American military contingents
to Egypt is not appropriate in the present circumstances. )

We have no information which would indicate that the ceasefire is
now being violated on any significant scale.. Such violations as are taking
place can be dealt with most effectively by increased numbers of observer
?éams to inform the Security Council of the true responsibility for violations.

We are prepared to take every effective step to guarantee the
implementation of the ceasefire and aré already in clc;se touch with
the Government.of Israel to ensure that it abides fully by the terms of the
Security Council decisions. I assume that you are taking similar steps
with Egypt.

In these circumstances, we must view your suggestioh of unilateral

action as a matter of the gravest concern involving incalculable consequences.

It is clear that the forces ﬁecessary to impose the ceasefire terms

an the two sides would be massive and would require closest coordination
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S0 as to avoid bloodshed. This is not only clearly infeésible but is not
a@PPropriate to the situation. In this situation the Security Council requires
accurate information about what ig occurring so that it as well ag each of
us can exert maximum influence in Cairo and Tel-AViV, Tespectively, to

ensure compliance with the terms of the ceasefire,

you mean by contingents, we will consider it,

Mr. General Secretary, in the spirit of our agreements thig is
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representatives to work out the modalities with your representatives.
You must know, however, that we could in no event accept
unilateral action. This would be in violation of our underétanding s, of
the agreed Principles we signed in Moscow in 1972 and of Article II of
the Agreement on Prevention of Nuclear War. As I stated abové, such
action would produce incalculable consequences which would be in the

interest of neither of our countries and which Woult_i end all we have

striven so hard to achieve.




