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1. A two hour lunch with Dr. Victor Urquidi, Rector of the elite Colegio de Mexico,
covered principally the youth guestion and Dr. Urquidi's decidedly strong views on
the govermment's handling of the situation. Dr. Urquidi was sharply critical of the
goverrment and President Diaz Ordaz for having ordered army seizure of the National
University (UNAM). He described the reaction of his own institution as one of cou-
plete opposition to the govermment. He sald that the participation of his organization
in the student strike had been little and late, mostly taking the form of offers to
nelp out if reguested by the Nationnl Strike Committee (cxH) or joining the various
marches., The Colegio had two students on the CNH (both of whom were at the wniversity
when the army took over) and two faculty members who served only as cbservers on the
Coalicion de Maestros, refusing full participation in the latter body because they
had some doubts about iis composition.

2. Very much on Urquidi's mind was the machinegunning of the Colegio by unknown
assailants at 3 a.m. on September 20. No one had been hurt although the building’s
wetchman escaped only by luck. More than 100 bullet holes were found afberwards on
the premises ineluding twe holes through Urquidl's chair in his office. Urquidi
attributed the act to the extreme rightwing student organization MURQ which he felt
had the tacit cooperation if not the active encouragement of the police, the amy,

or other elements within the govermment. He saw as the major motive Por the action

a desire to frighten and punish the Colegio for its participstion in the student move-
ment, small as it had been.

3. Dr. Urquidi was also quite bitter about police attitudes toward the bombing of
hig institution as well as about the police and judicial system as a whole, He
thought the police should have left guards at the Colegio after the bombing but

they refused to do so. And in fact, he has hired private detectives both as guards
and to investigate the incidenmt. He speculated that if it had been leftist extremists
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who had bombed the Colegio, investigation would have been rapid and effective but was
skeptical that those responsible for bombing the Colegio as well as a mumber of
secondary schools would be apprehended. In general, he painted a completely black
picture of the police system as completely corrupt. No one would go to the police
unless he absolutely had to; the openness of bribery illustrated the low estate of
the system as well as the low equality of those who went into it.

k. In a more general discussion of the reasons for studemt unrest » Dr. Urquidi

made the following points. One source of dissatisfaction is the low standard of the
educational system. But another substantial group of students oppese any effort to
improve the system since they want an easy road to a degree. This latter group is
often at the head of demonstrations against teachers who they consider too hard.

Dr. Urquidi acknowledged that in the current situation, extremist groups had influenced
the students, noting for example that initial student demands had been linked specifi-
cally to the events of late July but that subsequently political demands had been
added to these. At the same time, he saw the willingness ef students to respond to
the political demands as part of an underlying cynicism that underlay student attitudes
to the Mexican political system. He noted that even secondary students had traveled
considerably throughout Mexico @3y, something which had not been the case when
Urquidi himself went {o school. They could see, he said, the.extent of -peverty- in
Mexico, the iniquities of the tax system and therefore had come to the conclusion

that the Mexican Revolution, and official elaims for it, was a lie. Students were
aware of govermment control of the communications media and this only reinforced the
feeling that the system was replete with hypecrisy..

5« Another underlying factor mentioned by Dr. Urquidi was the extremely rapid
growtin in the number of students. He noted, for example, thab there is a 17
percent annumal growth of secondary schools. What has happened, then, is a heavy
influx of poorly educated, immature students into the system which together with
the above mentioned factors creates the soil for student irresponsibility and
unrest. Dr. Urquidi felt investment in higher educsgtion was woefully inadequate.

Embassy Comment :

The most striking aspect of Dr. Urgquidi's remarks was his willingness to air his
bitverness espeeially against the President before a visitor whom he was meeting
only for the first time. Dr. Urquidi in the past has been critical of certain
aspects of Mexican developments but has seen his role as one of alerting the
authorities to potential dangers and suggesting possible remedies. He has been
very much interested in the possibilities of birth control (noting also on this
occasion government sensitivity about getting involved) and tax reform {about which
he expounded at length). At the same time, he has always put his criticism into

a brighter context and did also during the present conversation stress that

Mexican economic development was proceeding extrermely well. However, it was obvious
that the university situation was uppermost on his mind, and his own attibude clearly
reflects a mood which currently is gripping the entire academic community.

Cleared with Mr. Penney (in draft)
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