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1¢ BROAD DISCUSSIONSWITHIN. EMBASSY SUPPLEMENUING*ONE I HELD INi

\QEPLYlNG To STATE 172648 LED TO: FOLLOWING GENERAL: CONCLUSIONS RE
CURRENT SITUATION OF YOUTH: IN MEXICOe.

i

2o FIRST SALIENT POINT [S THAT VAST MAJORITY MEXICAN POPULATION
C N BE CLASSIFIED AS YOUTH, SINCE 717 PERCENT) ACCORDING TO:
E}ATEQT ESTIMATES, ARE UNDER 35, AND ABOUT HALF OF THES NUMBER
"ARE UNDER 15« HOWEVER ONLY SMALL MINORITY IS POLITICALLY ACTIVEs
AGRARIAN YOUTH IS LARGELY INERT DESPITE PARTICIPATIDN IN OCCAS~
JONAL RURAL INCIDENTS, THOUEH INFLUX INTO CITIES MAY REPRESENT
IMPLIZD COMMENT ON THEIR LOTe POOR URBAN YOUTH IS UNDRGANIZED
AND PREQCCUPIED WITH DAILY VICISSITUDES THOUGH RAPIDITY OF
URBAN GROWTH #AY UUTSTRIP ABILITY OF GOVERNMENT TO: SUPPLY JOBS
AND SERVICES AND THEREBY GENERATE ACTIVE UNREST. NDTEWORTHY
ASPECT OF THESE GROUPS [S EARLY AGE AT wWHICH FAMILI;S FORMED

WHICH GENERALLY TURNS YOUNG MEN'S FANCIES TO THOUGHTS OTHER THAN
POLITICS,

‘ 3e MAJOR ELEMENT OF POLITICALLY ACTIVE YOUTH IS ACTUALLY AND
POTENTIALLY LUCATED WITHIN STUDENT POPULATIONs EVEN WITHIN THIS

POPULATION, MAJORITY PRINCIPALLY JO3=ORIENTED RATHER: THAN. INTER=

ESTED IN POLITICAL ACTIVITY,. ALTHQUGH ACTIVIST MINORITY CAN BE
YERY VOCALw
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4o ETHOS UF MEXICAN REVULUTION REMAINS PRINCIPAL. IDEOLOGICAL
GUIDE FOR MAJORITY OF MEXICAN YOUTHs AT SAME TIMEs VAGUE KIND OF
MARXISMs STRONG SENSE OF NATIONALISM, BOTH INVOLVING: GENERALIZED
OPPOSITION TO *IMPERIALISH",: ARE PERHAPS MAJOR. ] INTELLECTUAL o
AND IDEOLOGICAL CHARACTERISTICS OF: MORE POLITICALLY ORIENTED
YOUTHe. ALL THESE TEND TO GENERATE ANTI-US: ORIENTATION AMONG
THESE_GRQ L} ALTHOUGH NOTEWORTHY HOW LITTLE: ACTIVE SUPPORT CAN
E MOBIYL, ISSUES SUCH A5 VIETNAM OR DOMINICAN REPUBLIC.

_ABOUT ORGANIZATION OF YOUTH IN MEXICO' IS! THAT
JGE WHO ARE ORGANIZED TAKE PART WITHIN! PARAMETERS
SFEMT TN GOVERNMENT-SPONSORED INAM (ABDUT  120,808) AND
TH SECTLQﬁSgoF RULING PRI AND ITS CONSTITUENT SECTOR.
IDEOLOGICAL LEANINGS DISCUSSED PREVIOUS
.PARTIES (PAN, PPS, PCM) ALSO HAVE YOUTH ORGAN=
'ED STRENGTHe IN UNIVERSITIES STUDENT ORGANIZA=

TIONS ABDUND“k}Mf ING FROM SEVERAL VARIZTIES OF EXTREME LEFT TO

| FEW SMALLERSREGHTIST ORGANIZATIONS. MOST IMPORTANT OF THESE ORGAN-
I1ZATING ARE NAT
WHICH MAY COMES

NAL FEOERATION OF TECHNICAL! STUDENTS (FNET),
E 80,826 STUDENTS, BUT IS8 AT LEAST AT PRESENT
ALMOST A GOVERMMENT ORGAN: COMMUNIST-SPINSORED NATIONALI CON=
FEDERATION OF DEMOCRATIC STUDENTS (CniD) AND A COMMUNIST=FRONT
FEJERATION (FEX) wHICH £NCOMPASSES ALMOST ALl RURAL NORMAL
SCAUCLSs ALSO WORTHY OF NOTE ARE STRONGLY RIGHTIST mMURO: AND

OTHER LESS MILITANT CATHOLIC YOUTH GROUPSe LEFTIST PREDOMINATE

AMING STUDENT 3ROUPS sUT SENERALLY FAIL TO GET 4MASS SUPPORT AND
ARZ SPLAGUED BY WEAKNESS AND GENERAL FRAGMENTATION OF MEXICAN
LEFTs YOUNG AnD OLD» FACTIONALISM HAS CONSISTENTLY THWARTED
PEIILVUIC ATTER?TS, uSUALLY FRUM LEFT 8UT UCCASIONALLY FROM
GOVERNMENTs Ty ORGANIZE UnwAn SYSTEM®

bo STUDENT UNREST, WHICH AS NuTeD MEXICO 5481 Is ENDEMIC IN
MEXICJU, HAS ALMOST ALWAYS FJCuSED ON LOCAL [ISSJeSs gAD CONDITIONS
IN GIVEN UNIVERSITY, ANGER AT STATE GBAOVERNIR, UNRPOPULARITY OF
SPECIFIC TEACHERS 0O RECTORS5e SUCCESS IN SEZURING QUSTER OF ONE
SOVERNIR IN 1366 (DJURANGG) nA3 SEEN BALANCED BY FAJLURE! IN MORE
RECENT EFFORT (TABASCO IN 136&) AND BY GOVERNMENT FIRMNESS

AHICH HAS EXTENDED T0 PUINT OF SENDING TROOPS ONTO CAMPUSES IN
MORELLA AND HERMOSILLU IN 1566 AND 1967« coXTREMc LEFTISTS
SOMETIMES INVULVED AND GFTEN SEEK TO EXPLUIT INCIDENTS OF UNREST
SUT MORE OFTEn THAN NOT ARE NOT INITIALLY RESPONSIRLE FOR THEMs
HOWEVER, WHILE THE LEFT CONSTANTLY SEEKS TO LINK STUDENTS WITH
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LABOR AND/OR AGRARIAN AGITATION. THERE HAS BEEN: No SUCH
LINKAGE OF ANY SIGNIFICANCES

7+« KEY STABILIZING ELEMENT HERE IS THAT AMBITIOUS AND: PRACTICAL
IDEALISTS AMONG YOUTH STILL SEE OUTLET WITHIN THE SYSTEM m-
THROUGH PRI GOVERNMtNT SERVlCt: PROFESS]IONS (USUALLY ALLTED TO
GOVERNMENT ) AND TO LESSER DEGREE IN PRIVATE SECTORW COMMON: LIFE
CYCLE IS FOR YOUNG MAN TO GO THROUGH MARXIST PHASE {OFTEN
EXTREME) IN UNIVERaITY AND TO BE ABSORBEZD BY ESTABLISHMENT
SHORTLY THEREAFTEKe SOME ARE SIMPLY CAREERISTS. wHO REALIZE THERE IS
NGO OTHER CHOICE,, BUT SUBSTANT JAL NUMBER ALSO BELIEVE: THAT
REVOLUTIONARY ETHOS GUIDING RULERS RETAINS VALIDITY AND VITALITY.
OPPORTUNITIES EXIST NOT ONLY FOR PERSUNAL SETTERMENT BUT FOR:
SOLITICAL PARTICIFPATION AND FOR SOCIAL SERVICE. 1964 UsS1s: STUDY
JF UNIVERSITY STUDENT ATTITUDES == WHICH IS STILL ESSENTIALLY
VALID == SHUOWED THAT 90 PERCENT FELT MEXICO HAS BEEN! PROGRESSING
FAIRLY WELL Ox BETTERS

se THE ESTABLISHMENT IN TURN $EeKS ASSIDUOUSLY TO KEEP IN TUNE
wlTAd VIEWS AND DEMANDS UF YJUTHe THUS® AZTIVIZING IMPACT OF
YOUTHFUL JUTRURSTS IN OTHER PARTS OF wORL 2 IN MEXICAN YQUTH IS
JSJALLY AALANCED BY INCREASED ScbLF-EXAMINATION BY GOVERNMENT.

AT PRESENT, Fuw EXAMPLE, IT Io «KNUWN THAT G0M HAS IN FACT SET IN
wOTION STUDIEs ALUNG LINeS JF REFTEL ON SITJATION OF, YOUTH IN
vg,-xl)_),

g6 AT SAME TImEs AS NOT&o MaXICJo o481 THuRZT
<ANGE FACTORS WHICH COULD CHANG: SITJATION IN
wrA T~ wOULD VITALLY AFFZCT yY3uTHs SxOwlING UNDM
URAAN POVERTY, LIMITS 2Ox ARA3LE LAND, B.3wING
s X2ANDIONe

ARE NUMBEXZ OF LONG-
MeXIcd» ALL OF

PoOYMENT, EXPANDING
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10 FAILURE OF. EDUCATION TO KEEP PACE WITH DEMANDS IS ALSO
CONTINUOUS PROBLEMeACCORDINGTY RECENT STUDYs ONLY ONE PERCENT OF
STUDENTS WHO ENTER PRIMARY SCHOOL wWILL: REACH: UNJVERSITY LEVEL
AND INORDINATE. NUMBER WHO REACH THIS LEVEL DROP QUT FOR: BOTH
SC+0LASTIC AND ECONOMIC REZASONSe RURAL ZDUCATION 13 WOEFULLY
INADEWUATE. TEACHERS' 84, -21ES ARE GREAT PROBLEMe TECHNICAL
EDUCATION IS [NSUFFICIENT IN SCOPE AND IN RZLEVANCE TO LATER
UTILIZATIONs HIGHER EDUCATION SUFFERS FROM DEFIC IENCItS aF
QUALITY, &XCt&aIVE CONCENTRATION IN MEXICO CITY. THERE IS DEARTH
OF POST GRADUATE FACILITIES, CAUSING MANY TQ GO TO U8 OR EUROPEAN
UNIVERSITIES FOR wHICH MEXICAN STUDENTS ARE OFTEN INSUFFICIENTLY
PREPARED. NEVERTHELESS MEXICAN REVOLUTION HAS ALWAYS BEEN
EDUCATION-CONSCIOUS, 25 PERCENT OF GOVEINMENT BUDGET GOING T0
THAT PURPOSEs AND ACTIVE EFFORTS ARE CURRENTLY UNDERWAY TO SEEK
EVEN MORE FUNDS,

11« DUR CONCLUSIONS REMAIN AS STATED IN MMexICO 9481 THAT SITUATION
WITH ®ESPECT T0O YOUTH In MEXICO IS UNGIKELY TO REACH! CRITICAL
PROPORTIONS AT LEAST IN NEMAT FEW YEARS ALTHOUGH EXTREMELY SERIOUS
AND UIFFICULT LONG-TERN PROBLEMS CAUTION AGAINST AnY COMPLACENCY.
FREEMAN
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