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Note: This is an INR'working diaff on’stident’ violence
"7 and"pttitudes in Latin Americs. I Was complitad .
in mid-November 1968 and contains only informa=
tion ewailabla as of that date.

The gg;urﬁ of Recent Disorders

Student disorders of wunusual ferocity have plagued a number of Latin
Ameriesn nations since April 1968. Extensive p\rqpez'ty damage,
huiidreds of arrests end Anjuries and mora than one hundred deathe have
.resulked from police/student clashes in Mexico, Brazil,. and. Uruguay.
Simtlar but less violent.disturbances occurred in Bolivia, Chile, .and in
several other countries, Political tenslons haightened in all five
conntrier and-~while tempers hava eooled ‘gincde October 1068—-the present

atmesphare retiging tnsetiled and the possihility of rﬁnewed violenos catnot
be discounted.

Mexfeb. " Of all the countries fn Lutin Amgrica Mexlco has experienmad

.the highest degrse of student unrest. Missive demonstrations by iMexiso's
univeraity  students have troubled the Dlaz Ordax government.since late
July. 1968 Wh&n communist youths celebrating the July 26 ammiversary of
Fidal Castro's revolution managed to take over a peaceful student
demenistration which had been authorized by the government, When police
“trdad e ‘diaparea“tfhe érowd, rioting studente burned -buses and barricaded
a four~block -area of- downtawn Mexico City, -About 4,000 students again

. demopatrated on July 29, at which time faderal troops were: used' to-restote
.order aftex police lost control of the student meb, Press accounts of the
deployment of tanks and armoved cars against student hayricades seryed
o plivtitye Mefosons a ‘battleground, not wnlike Pavts dispdng-the- atsturhanees
in the Spring of 1968, Several Mexican students were killed and more than
200 were injured during these battles with secufiﬁy forces.

Demonstrations, accompanied by occasional viclence, ccmt::tnued
throughout: Avgust and Septembar, with the number of participants approaehing
100,000 at times, Studemt grievances at first focused upon local issuescof
pnlice brutality, release of zrrested studentg, and a recognition of -
univeraity autonomy which was violated on July 29¢ Cries were raised
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for the diswlesal of the chief of poliece and the mayor of Mexico City

and some radical students attempted to enlist labor support for thelr
cause by -calllng for-a 40-hour week and better housing. By August 15,
however, the first student aniiiys against the President wés evident, &
eriticlem which resched unprecederted heights ‘of scathing wulgartty o
(for Mexico) on August 27 when student poster attacks depicred Diaz Ordaz .
as dishonoring the Mexican Constiturion and openly ealled for an end to
his government. S S

The: student/government eonflict grew dn intensity and ferocivy -
during September and Octobar. With the Oectober 12 opening of the Olympic
Games fast spproaching, the government seemed to abandon all hope. of
resolving the matter through negotiations and opted instead to.use
whatever force was necessary to put down what was then assuming the
proportions of a student revelt. Such tactics had always worked in the
paet and the goverhmént pirobably assumed that they would ba equally as
effective again., Moreover, the timing of the student protests was.

~ Yinked to the Olympics and the continued agitstion was extrenely

emharrgssing to the Mexican Government which was most anxious to impress
the world as a deserving host to the prestigious internatfonsl pames .

The oeceupation of the national autonomous uiversity by government farces
on September .18 sparked new violence which continued intermittently wuntil
the bloody elashes on October 2 4n which perhaps as many as 100 persons
lost their lives. 1The October incident did considerable damage to Mexico's
reputation as the most atable and progressive eountry jn Latin America

and brought into question the guitability of Mexice City as the Olympic
alte. Student agreement not to disrupt the pames helped to eool tempers
and sn wneasy calm returned to student/government relations.

Seeking to Justify Ltes sctions and ite inability o reselve the

-, 8ituation, the Mexican Govezrnment raised the specter of forelgn elements

and- donestic communists who 1t alleged were responsible for student
activigm, The administration seemed not to reslize that extremists, even
with the atid of fereign elements, could herdly have suatained the unrest
over guch 2 'long peried if student dissatisfaction weve not desp and
widespread, ' -

The positions' of both sides are intransigent and 1t seems unltkely
that a fundamental sclution to the problem can be brought about without:
changing . the widespread conviction that the PRY iz entrenched, stagnant
and primarily self-serving, Despite the enormous graft and dishonesty
which ‘have become PRI hallmarks, students will have to be convinced that

‘the party is still, or will agatn becoms, a2 vital force for pnl:ltieal-gmd

social chmmge ag well as economic growth,
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Eragil, Anti-government student disorders have plaguad the. - g
adminthtration of President Qosta ¢ Silva o and off since earlyﬁﬁune&196$. "
Open- dlaghes betwsen poliece and student demonst¥stors have resulted in about
eix deaths, numerous injuries and more than a thousand srrests, Rio de .
' Janelro, Sao Paulo and Brasilia have been the scenes of the greatest violence,..
‘ but large and sometimes vielént demonstrations have Teen staged in ‘major

cities:throughoutt. the. country.,.

Brazil's outmoded:education system.is the immediate cause of. the.
student: disturbanges, eltheugh there is clearly an anti-regime bias rumning
‘threugh -the'student -protests,. The careful manipulation of the pratests by.
student leaders and the government's 1ll-advised reactioms te them have
eucéeeded on riore than one oceasion in turning publie opinion against the
authorities and in creating a political crisis which tyanscends student =
concerns, During the protests of late June and early July, support for the
gtudents came from Church leaders,. intellectuals, oppogition politiciine,
and some (but mot most) labor leaders, These non-student elements have
backed legitimate student demsnde for educatisnal raforms and thetir
protésts against polipge brutality, but they have drawn the line at
vitriolic anti-govarament attacks,

.. - The arrest, on October 12, of over '700‘'participants of the 1ilegal
congress of the Natfonal Union of Students (UNE) prevoked a spontaneous
reaction of anti-povernment protests In about ten Brazilian eities.

. Police handling of the demonstrations has been harsh -and the resulting
violence has caused renewed bloodshed and property damage. A “rightist"
gounter-resction to continued student demomstrations provoked pitched
battles batween opposing student factione in Sae Paulo, and attacks upon
university buildings in Rio de Janeiro and Recife.  The emergénce .of
extreme vight-wing groups injects a dangerous element Into the Brazilian
gtudeat sityation and will probably make it more difficult for police to
either prevent ox -contrel violence in the future..

The deaths of at lesast three persons during police clashes with
gtudenis dn Rio de Jameiro during the perlod October 22-24 came -smidst
‘#n tndettled porftical ‘atmosphara in which growing pressures--be¢th
internal, and external—-were béing exerted upon the Costa e 8ilva govern-
ment. As wae the case with Mexieo, the strategy of the Brasfliant
Govermment in dealing with student disorders has been the use of even
greater force than the students are sble to put forth, Polige violenge :
in putring down-student disturbances led to riew bloodshed which im tucn
caused further demonstrations. Oceurring against a backgrommd of anti-
government pressures, the etudent disorders threatened to bacome .the final
straw for the Brazilian wiflitary, and top leadars of the armed forces'
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warned the Pregident of a ppssiﬁlg breakdewn in military discipline if
erergatic measures were not' taken. to .représs agltation and carping
‘ertticiem from radteal opposition elements, ineluding students.

Reeponding to multiple pressures,  thé Brazilian Govérnmenﬁ'haa.

. usad.mudelve police.prasénce in the streets of the country's major

clties to prevent the staging of new protests. 85 far, the stratogy

has worked but the basic positions of both government and.students remains
unchanged and it is probably only a matter of time before violence is
-renewed. . ‘The upcoming.summer vacations' (Januaty, February) may offer
hovever, a much-needed breathing spall.

- Uruguay. In the midst of continuing pbliticél and economic tufmoil,

‘Uruguayau students engaged=-~in eatly August 1968~-in pitched and bloody

battles with Hontevideo police, As was the case in Brazil, several deaths
and numeroue injurles resulted. Although earlier student demonstrations
had. beén direeted againgt the poliecles of the Uruguayan Govevnment (i
limited state of sefpge and a wage-price freeze), the unprecedanted level
and intensity of the August viclence resulted from alleged police.
"violation of university autcnomy." Police raided the national vniversity
on Auguat § after anti-government demonstrations #nd agltation had been
common on the campus for ever a month. On the following day, the
Pragident sought with the Senate's approval, to dismiss the University.
Piveetive Council and the university's rector for dereliction of duty,

By mid-August, violence and vandalism had reached esuch serious
proportlons that, on August. 19, ‘the government arrested the entire leadership
of the Uruguayan Federation of University Students, This was intended as‘a

. erackdown upon those raspongible for student disturbineces and vitriolie

antl-governnent criticism and reflected the firm conviction ef President
Pacheco that-he must deal firmly with student and labor agltation shich
wag wltimately almed at discrediting his. goverrment and Forecing his -
resignation, ; . =

“Vemprgtyations, however, did not immediatelycease, and, responding ‘to
rising student and lsbor sgitation, the govermment clesed the national .
univareity and all vocational, normal and secondary echools in Montevideo.
Press censorship was temporarily re—imposed and several union headquarters
ware prdered elosed hy government oxder. Student disturbances since that
time have been minor, and populsr sentiment appears to be moving against
furthér agitatien, . The presence of violence-prone student radicale
prevents too sanguine a view regarding the relative calm that prevailed in -
Urpguay in November 1968; but it is safe to say that support for Tenewed
demongtyations will be increasingly difficult to obtain.
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o Boliwla, Student oppositien to the gevermment (any governmant) has
donhg bedn g Bolivian tradition which has given rise'to ‘frequent protest
demimetrations.  Attempts by the govetnment to deal with these dizorders. )
incwltebly provide pretexts, for. further demonatrations protésting. "repression”
“and/or "vielatfons of university automemy." Sueh wete ‘the demonetrations, .
fairly easily eomtained, which took place betieen. the end of May and late
June 1968, ' The August demonstrations, on the other hasd, wera move. difficult
to.contirol, ‘Sedrcely a day passed during that. month-without one: o more.
demenstrations in some part of the country, -fhe targete often being US
installarions.  ‘About five students were. killed during this period; thare
were.also several injuries and mumerous avrests, This agitation was ralated
~-to-university.elections, meneuvering.of rolitical -parties. and intereat
'groups. and a gearch for issues with which 'to attack ‘the governmant.

Nevertheless, .the unusual nupber and intensity of the demonstrations
were undoubtedly related to the.lengthy government erisis set off when
Antonlo ‘Argandas, - then Intexior Minister,. fled the country amid statements
that he was responsible for the delivery of the "Che". Guavara diary to the-
Cibane. The students thus were acting In s 'atmosphere of politicsl turmoil
to which President Barrientos resporided ewiftly and vigorously., While
irttlally this seemed only to ineiim the students to: increased protests,

- Barrlentos’ forceful actions ultimately resulted in: & teturs. to-sonathing
approaching normaley both in the political and student sactors, :
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© The §.tugant.’he‘ A Menher of Sociaty

e . Protest demonatrations by university students are reflective of the
. conditfons &f the sotleties in which the students live and of the .
-,tglatipnship.bétwaen;stndentﬁEAnd”thaae'sncietigsf Institutions. and.values.,
-Io understand the soelsty, theréfore, is to gain a elearer perspestive on

the cduses of student unrest and of the students' self-conceptions.

I latin Americs, the acceleration of social and technologicgl .change
during the paet two dedades has tended to enphaslzae the contrasts -end
contradietions between the centuriez-sld institutions and cultural patterns

. of the ragion and the vieion of what can and should ba accomplished to

. ‘broaden political expression snd to effect fundamental econcmic improvements.,

© These chenges have brought into quastion the relevence of existing forhs
snd institutfone, not only by students but also by other disaffected
elements. Digsatiefaction-~often vaguely articulated-~is becoming
generalized ‘in many Latin Awerican countries, but given the paternalismo
and ingrained fataliem of these sociéties, such feelings have rarely
£ound expression in political activism., For the greater part of Latin
Aneriea's population, the Yrevolutien of rising expactations" is not even
today a realiry, So long as the masses of Latin society continue to hold
God, luek or fate rasponsible for poverty, ignorance and diseamse, the
only realistic expectation will continue to be what it has always been!
the perpetuation-of a vigldly structured class gociety.. Indeed, for the
pensant, the absence of a correlation between hard work and waterial
sucdess 18 seen as positive proof of this thesis. . Tha "fairy godmother
syfidrome," the eternal hope that instant wealth and happinéss may be
begtowed upon ofie by a benesvolent patron or by the action of luck or
oecult forces results from this attitude, It is not by accident that
lotteries, woceet posls and Brazil's famous numbers game, the jozo do bicho,
dré go popular dmong Latin Amerfca's lower classes. But for an increasing
‘nunber--mainly students and other elite slements—the phenomenon of rising

-expectationg -does exist,

Appreciative of modermity and comscious of his supariority to the
wnadipeated masses, the student conceives of himealf as a responsible leader
of the future, FHe protests the injustices of present society in the name of.
the paople, his people, the people for whom he is the appointed leader.
.Bince Latin American uwiiversitifes hava histoxically, provided political
lezdership training grounds for their mocietleés it is at least under-
standable that students see themselves in leadership roles.

LONPEDEDIAY, -
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0f a1l of the elememts in Latin sociecty, students arg probably the.
mout respengive to pressures for change. Student. demonstrations are :
eymptomatic.of youthful impotence and impatfente in the .face of strustures,
institurions and organizations which they are.upable to influence in normal
ways. In.contrast to the anarchisrie bent of radical Ameriecsn and-Buropean
students, hovever, lLatin Americen students generally are protesting for'a

preater voice in their: societies' institutions, mot their destruction.

The role which students exercise in LA socicties is unigue. Despite
superficial similaritfes with U8 wniversitias, the universities of YLatin . .
Ameriea are products of quite a different cultural tradition, Historfcally,
.they have contributed more to the socldl exclusiveness of ruling elites
than to the education of the magses. University enrollmentg im Latin
4mévlca have doubled during the past decade, but students in Latin Averica
.are still a minusculé element drsvm from the privileged classes. While
-unlversity education iz generally free or provided at nominal cost,.
sacondary schools are mainly private and the tuition payments and- loss of
earning-power ars.intolerable burdens for most poor and lower cldss families.
Insble fo eurmount this obstacle, poor students are generally danfed (save
for scholarehips) the opportunity for education beyond a rudimentary, gradew
‘gchool level., In this way class stratification is preserved and upward
eocial mobility rendered exceptionally diffieult,

Obvisusly, the Latin American university student occuples a |
privilesed position in his soclety, a fact which psychologieally conditions
both hia self-conceptions and hiz degree of political activism. In many
ways, university students constitute a well-defined class, much in tha
fashion that lawyers, doctors, labor leaders, milltary officers.snd governw
‘ment workers do. They form an important (genetally disruptive) préssure
group in.soclsty. Regardless of his socisl or econonic origins, omce an

- individual enters the university he becomes ipso facte a mewber of the
intellectual elite, This realization cenditions (some would say warps)
his -perception of reality, glving him an inflated sense of destiny .and
‘Maportance. Th paining aduittance to the university, the 'itudedt Hag dn a

- very real gense "arrived." Thus, thé university mssumes mariy of the
characteristics of an ultimate objective,it becomes less a means to-a goal
and more an-end in itself, Despite a tradition of political activiem on
Latin Ammrican campuses, the majority of university students express little
intarest in politips. Accurate figures are impossible teo obtain, but it
18 widely believed that no mora than perhaps 10% of Latin Americsn students '
are politically active, This figure includes both orgenizers amd
demonstrators, The silent majority remains apathetic except when thely
leaders axe sble to arouse thelr anger or enthusiasm in connection with:
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epeclfte issues, i.e., the.Jdlling.of a atudent colleague by police, an
unpopular -government action, ete. Otherwise, they appear to enjoy & =
vieardous participation through their student leadera. In the abstract,
howaves,. student activism 18 highly wvalved by most students. snd thare is .
considersble admiration for those who are articulate .in veicing student
complaine. Spanish ideals of "honor" play no small role in the bravery

of some srudent lesders and in the adulation they receive during thefr
brief apan. .of glory. . .

With few exceptions, student activists in Latin America espouse
.political idaals-which may b considered under the vague heading of.
“laftist." The reasons for this are varied bur the natural istino student
inclidation tewsrds opposition movements per se is an important comtributory.
factor.. .While the case may be overstated, there 1s a tendency for students
to oppose established authority of whatever type (from the parental to the
politieal) during the few years in which they are still exempt Froi
respongibllity and enjoy much of the license accorded to students. in.medieval -
days. For the ambitions, pariicularly those from modest ey lower class
‘backgrounds, the positions steked dut in university 1ifa are an entering
wedge into the estiblished order, the common morals and moxes of which
acknovledge threat and pressure to be the principal zoad to acceptance and
a share of power., leftlsm, representing the maximum risk-taking, can bring
the highest payoff from those vho dole out privilege in later yaars.
Hereln lies the explanation of ardent radicalism in the university and
sadate conformity inm maturity for most of Liatin America's student leaders..
It 1a Important to .stress the most, for we cenmot dismiss all studeant
activlsts s¢ easily. Wiille it is true that most student leftists will
eventually become conservative--indeed apathetle~-aftex graduation, it is
‘equally -true-‘that the minority of student adtivists of deep, ideological
notivation will continuve to supply the Future .leadership for domestic
communist parties and other organizations of the left, For these students,
. there-4s wsvailly no- payoff by soclety's establishment. '

Radieall=ation of Student Protests’

In Latin America as elsevheve, there has been a pronowmced radicalization
of student protest which has resulted in the rejection of nen-student
political leadership, Student ¢ondomnation of the structures and inptitutions
of present soclety is not limited to the so=called “establishments" ef
Latin ‘America, but includes in many cases®:the Moscow-line communist parties

saan

_¥*The idegree of communist control over the student movement varies widely
from country to countiy. In some ecases, the student organization has had
- traditfonal ties to the youth wing of the local communist party.
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and other political organizations gemerally consldered te be of the "left.!"

' Therz are avident strong elements of this. artitude, for example, In the disi- .
dent studentewings of guch libaral political parties ‘as the Christian =~ = -
Democrats snd other parties whose "openings to the left" are viewed by students

a8 too cautious,

Lonfronted with the unexpected violence of demonstrating students, Latin
American governments have sonsictently failed to appreclate this new
phenomenon: and have attampted to console themselves with the charge-that
-student-disorders are the work of comumist -and "foreien alements” who usze
disaffected students to carry out their sinister schemea., In the four
countries under .consideraticn, clandestine reporting doee mot support this
comforting view. While there has been commmist involvement in all of
these student disorders, the communists have not wniversslly been sble to
maintain eontrol of the student protests. In Mexfco and in Brazil, the
communist role--probably because of the. sheer siza of the gtudent bodies in
those gountries--has been less ‘dmportant than in Bolivia and in Uruguay
where the uiifversity atudent organizations aré dominated by conmunist
leadeva, :

For the communismts, the rnew activism of Latin Aperican students
offere as many threats as it does opportunities for organizational
expansion. The radicalisatisn of the gtudent movements has forced the '
domestic .communist parties to renewed efforts of recruitment and. propaganda-
in order to give at least the appearance that they .are still the
revelutionary vanguard. And while the communists have not bean notably
suecegsful in eontrolling the level of student violence-~increasing it and
decreasing it in accordince with party policies and objectives~—they have
universally been blamed by the governments for Fomenting student disorders.
Thus, the communists run the serious risk of a government. crackdewn upon
their organizations (usually fairly exposed) every time student disturbances
get out of hand, vhether or not the parties were responsible., Radfical
student leaders--some of whom are diseident membere of local communist
parties=—will cooperate with the communists so.long ag ‘there. isz.a.
mutuality of interest, but will not hesitate to take independent actions
which the parties may oppose. Retaining some mutuvality of Interest ii and

will eemtinue to be an important commumnist objective.

Common. Denowinators and Conelusions

Student demongtrations-~gometimes violent onss—-oceur with a fatr
degree of frequency &n Latin America, but the recent protests in Mexico, .
Brazil, Uruguay and Bolivia seemed. to have been more violent than most,

Is thera a common demominator among these four countries which led to _

such vidlence? The smswar to that question must of necessity be a tentative
one. Analysis of several hypotheses failes to produceconclugive responees.
Listed below are the results of some of these investigstions.
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Size of Population angghggig;

-Countries with large populations are more violence-prme_ than
commbtries with emall populations. YLikewise, wnivearsity enrollment as
. a high parecentage of total population is more. conducive to unrest,

Analvels: No correlatiom was found between the size of the country
and the wiolence of student disorders. WNeor fsz there any evident connection
-batween.etudent .unrest .and .the size of university enrollments- expressed ‘
as a3 percentage of total population, The same iz true for rates of
populstion growth. Argentina remained relatively quiet amtdet the .
diaturbances of its neighbors, Brazil and Uruguay, yet Argentina’s popula-
tion 1s large and the country ranks first in Latin America in university
enrollment, Among the four countries being considered, no pattern was
digcernible. Summaty figuras are: '

Population ) University Paroliment

'Qgggtry' ‘ (actus) annual ¥ fncrease) #(acty -of pop,
BRAZIL  83.9 millen .11 (1965) -158,100 187
MEXICO 42,2 million '3.2% (1966 128,300  .30%
BOLIVIA 3.7 wiilion - L% (1966) = 10,400  .28%
URUGTAY 2.7 millign‘ 1.43 (1965) -12,500  .46%

* date of informaticon in parentheses -

Population data: Population Béference Burezu « December 1966

‘Univerxity ¥nvollments: IDB Social Progress Trust Fund Anmual ‘Report-1967

| Government Reaction to Students Hypothesis: Forceful government
repression’ of student demonetrations provokes further violence.

Analysis: This hypothesis appaars to be ‘the most promising gxplanat;un
put-forth for.student vnrest, If we accept as a given fact -that studentg=e
in vhatever Larin American country--are likely to demomstrate Erequently,
the reaction of individual governments to such protests hecomes eritical, .

-
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Police resentment of student challenges to their.auchority?(demqnutratinnS}

i - even physical attacks, insuleing signs, ete) in the countries being
eonaidared-undaubtealy contributed to laying the groimdwork for a violent'’
confrontation. Inevitably, it occurred and thevigorous. suppression of -

. protpstd’ by police touchad off a viclous eircle in which larger and mpre
viclent.protests required .thé use. of greater police- foree to eontrol them, ,
The resultant deaths snd injuries saxved o6 guarantee further demonstrations
umtil violence reached such a high level that the students were me longex
willing to go to the streets for their cause, :

Depree of Political Bxpression Hypothesis: Student disordets are
more likely to oceur in countries where students feel that thelr degree of
political expression is restricted, Since the ability to demonstrats is -
predicated uypen the existence of ecertain freedoms, dictatorships of the
right and the left must necessarily be excluded from consideration.

Analysis: The hypothesis fe ecorrect to the extant that when students
feel alienated from. the goverament and the country's major institutions,
they- tend. o demonstrate. But 1t does little to explain the réasong vhy
atudents do not demonstrate (at least viélently) in such countries ae
Argentina vhere conditione for such activism appear to be pravalent.

The foregoing diseussion permits the deawing of some very tentative
eonclusions regarding student unrest .and violence in Latin Amexica.
Flret of all, it is evident that the student protest movements were
relatively epontancous and uncoordinated affairs,. They sppear to occut
more frequently, however, in societies where diematisfection with the
government or its pollcies affects sizeable nunbers of non~ztudents as well.
Moreover, government awareness of popular feelings of dissatisfaction tends -

the probability of a harsh police responge to them, Such was the case

‘with Mexico, Brasil, Uruguazy and Bolivia, Such dissatisfaction of {tgelf
does not-&lways -vduse political aaxion,:but;:hg~hﬁ£ghrenedxgucigl. _
gehsitivity of studerts contributes to an atimosphare eonducive to massive
proteste by them. . The student, concelying of himself as a spokesmsn for
soclety, tends to assert his leadarship in times of weal or imagined crisis,

Seeondly, encoutagement of student activiem, particularly of an
-aggressive nature comes from iany quarters. "New Lefe" “intellectuals
such ae Herbext Marcuse and others (whose.ideas are parrocted. but whose
works are seldom read) provide students in Latin America with & rationale
for action, with the certitude that they are fighting for a just causa
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apgainst the supporters of a sick and hypocritical society, Cémmunibt o
influences arw slsc evident in attempts to direct student activities' sgainst ..
pre~seleeted targets, whather they be the government, university reform or
police brutality. But thé commniate have been unable.to contrel the
student demonstrations; indeed In mome cases, ‘the presence ‘of rational
direetibn was undiscernible, from whatever quaxter, Mob psycholegy
appears’ o have played an impeftant role in determining the extent of

- violence assoeiated with protest demonstrations. . -

Finally, the factor of emulation of foreign colleagues seems to
be partlcularly fmportant in provoking student demonstrations. KExtensive
wedia coverage of the French and Garman disturbances showed Latin
American gtudents the potential of student activism and it is likely-=-
glthough the lypothesis cannot ba proved-—that this awarenesm strongly
eontributed to the epvironment in which such protasts ware eventually
launched. It should be stressed, however, that mere awareneces of. student
riots elsevhere was not alone ‘responsible for the disturbances. in the four
countries baing conaidered. The .colncidence of broad uneasiness or
disgatisfaction, naew left influences and dynamic forelism models “sre
apparently ngcessary to create an atimosphara in which demenstrations
aceompanied by some violence can (not necessarily will) result,
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