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Havana

Ociober J1, 1962

M. Nikia § Khrushchey .

Prime Minisier of the Soviel Union
USSR :

Dear Comrade Khrushchev:

1 recewed your famar of O¢lober 0. You under- =
© stand (hat wa indead ware consuhied belore you
adopled the geclsioh 1o wilhdraw ‘the siralegic””

missiles. You base yoursell on the alarming naws
that you say reached you from Cuba and, linafiy,
my catle of Ociobar 27. | donl know what nows
you received; | can only respond for tha massage
that | senl you the evaning of Qclober 26, which
roached you the 271h,

what we did in the face of the svenis, Com-
rage Khrushchev, was 10 prepare oursélves and
ge! ready 10 fight. In Cuba there was only one
kind of alarm, thal of baulo stations.

¥hen In our opinion the Impariakst altack be-
cama Imminent { deemed it approptiale 10 so
advise you and alsil bolh the Soviet govera- -
meni and command — since there were Soviot
forces commitied 10 fight st our sido 1o defend
ihe Aspublic of Cuba from foreign aggression
— aboul (he possibily o! an allack which we
could nol prevent but could resist.

! lotd you that the morals of our peoplo was

. vory high ang tha! the aggression would be
harolcaliy resistad. Al the end of the message |
roieraled 1o you that we awaited the evenls
calmly, . '

Danger couldn't impress us, for danger has besn
hanging over ourcouniry-tor a long Ume now and
In a conain way we have grown usad 10 I\,

The Soviel troops. which have been at our side
know how atmirable tho stand of our peopio
was throughout this ¢risls and the profound
bicthernood that was crealed among the roops
from both peoples during ihe declsive houts.
Counliess eyes of Cuban and Sowviel men who
ware wllling 10 die wilh supramae dignily shed
fears updn isarning aboul the surpnsing, sud-
‘dén and pracically uncondiional decision 10
wiindraw the waaporns.

Pefhaps you don'l know the degree 1o which -

{he Cuban peopie was ready 10 do lis duly
loward the fiation and humanity.

[ realfzed whan | wrole them that tha words
“contdlnad in my léfer could . ba-misidlerpreled
Oy, you.and thal was what happenod, perhags
hecaise you didn'( 1ead them cargfuily, per-
haps pecduse of dhe 1cansialion, perhaps be-

Causd | meant (0-s8y $0 much In 100 few lnes.
However, { gidn't hesltate to do it. Do you
bulleve, Comrade Khirushehev: that we ware el
fishly 1hinking of oursalves; of our genarous
p#dple willlng to-sacrifice thamselves, and nol
418l In #n UAconsclous manner but fully as-
sured of \fis:risk they tan? .

© No, Comrada Kninishehev, Few.limes in Ristary,
and i ¢ould #ven be said hal never before, be-
€ause fo people hat ever faced such & temen-
tous dangor, was e paopls $0.willing 1o fight and

- die whh such. a universal sense of duty.

We knaw, and dondt prosume that wa ignored
H, that we would have been anninilated, as you
insinuate In your feller, in the event ol nuciear
wal. Howevar, thal dign't prompt us 10 ask you
to withdraw the misslies, thal didnl prompl us
10 ask you 1o yiaid, Do you believe thal we
winiod that war? Bul how could we pravent It If -
the invasion finally 100k placo? The fact 14 that
this svent was possible, that Imporialism was

" obstrucling evoery solullon and that ils domands

wara, {rom our palnt of viow, impossible for the
USSA ang Cuba 0 accepl.

Ang ¥ war hay bragpr ~p 0 o0 e

wilh the inseno poople who unipashed tho war
You yoursell have sad thal under CuIfon! con.
dilons such a war would inavilably have asca.
lated Quickly inlo & nuClaar war,

i understand that once aggression Is un-
lgashed, ons shouldn concade 10 the aggres.
sor the privilage ot deciding, moredovo!, whan to -
use nucisdr weapons. The dostruclive power of.
this woaponry is %0 great and the spsad of Iis
a consatablg inmial advantage, ]

Ang | did not suggest 10 you' Comrade
Khrushchev, that the USSR should be the ag.
gressor, bocause thal would be more than in.
correcl, # would be immoral and contemptible
on my parl. Bul from 1he insiant the imparialisis
anack Cuba snd while there are Sovie! armed
torces stauonod in Cuba to help in cur dulense
In case of an atlack from abroad, the Im-
perallsis would by this acl bacome aggressors
against Cuba and sgains! the USSR, and we
would respond with 8 sluke thal would annihi.
Iate them.

Everyone has hus own opinions and | maintain
Mmine abowl the dangerousness of the aggres-
$ive circles in 1He Pentagon and thuir preferunce
1or a praventive sinke. | did nol suggesl, Com-*
rade Khrushchev, that in the mids! of thus crisis
lhe Soviet Union should allack, which s what
your latler seams 16 say: rathor, that Toliowlng
an imperiatist altack, tho USSR shouid ac)
without vaciliation and should never maks the
misiake of allowing clicumsiances 1o davelop i
which the anemy makes the fust nuclear siriko
agalnst the USSR. And In this sanse, Comrade
Khrushchev, | malnlain my point of view, bacause
{ undersland Il (0 bo a true and just avaluation of
a specdic silualion. You méy be abis 10 con-
vince me that | am wrong, but you can't teil me
hat | am wiong wilhoul cornvincing ma.,

tknow that this IS 2 gehcato Issuo that can only

" delivary s0 greal that the aggressor would have

. be broachad in circumsiances such as thess

and in & very parsonal message.

You may wonder what right | have 1o broach
1his topic. | do 50 withoul worrying aboul how
thorny it Is, tollowing the diclaies of my con-
sclance 85 & revolutionary duly and insplred by
the most unsallish seniiments of admiratlon and

affeclion for the USSR, for what she represents .

Tor 1he future of humarily and by the congars
thai she should never again bo the viclim of the
podidy and belrayal ol aggrossors, as she was
Il 1941, and which cOst S0 many. hves and so
mouch destruciion. Moreover, | spoke no! &s &
troublemaker bul as a combatani fram the maost
endangered trenches.

| go not see-how you ¢an stale thal we were
consulied w1 the dicision you 1ok, B

1 would like- nothing more Lhin to.be proved
trrgng &t 1his momeént. { only wish that you were
fight,

Thare are riof [ust & few Cubans, as has beean
reportod to you. but in fact miny Gubans who
are gxpafiencing at this momonl unspeakable
bittarnnss and sadness.

The Impetialists are alking once again of In.
vading our counlry, which i1s prool of how
ephemaral and unirustworthy thair promises
are. Qur people, howavar, maintn thair (n-
dastructible will 10 rosist the aggressors and:
parhaps more than evar neod 10 itust in thom:
selvos and in shal will 1o slruggle.

Wo will sirugglo against advearsa circumsiancos,
‘wo will ovarcome 1he curronl oifficuitos and we
wili COmg out ﬂhﬂad, andg nothing can goslroy the
Wes of lnondship and tho otwindl grallude we
leal toward the USSH,
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